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A Note
From the
Issue Editor
By Kristen E. Simmons, Esq.

November is a time for Thanksgiving.  
It is a time to reflect and be grateful for 
the blessings in our life and the freedoms 
we are warranted by living in the United 
States. It is also a time to thank our 
military and veterans for their service and 
efforts in continuing those freedoms. This 
issue of Nevada Lawyer focuses on our 
military and veterans.

In our first article, retired Judge 
Larry Sage gives us a report on the 
Rule of Law mission in Afghanistan. His 
account outlines his many experiences 
from his two civilian tours in Afghanistan.  
Next, Captain Christopher Stein writes 
of his experiences as a legal advisor to 
the CENTCOM Contracting Command 
in Afghanistan. This Nevada lawyer is 
serving our country by providing legal 
advice to the counterinsurgency efforts 
in Afghanistan. Finally, Major Charles G. 
Kels informs us of the some specific issues 
that may arise when requesting protected 
health information from military medical 
treatment facilities.  

In addition to these articles, we honor 
the members of the State Bar of Nevada 
who have served our country in the U.S. 
Armed Forces. Also included in this issue 
is an article and test that bar members can 
read and take for CLE credit.

In this month of giving thanks, let’s all 
be thankful to our military and veterans for 
their service and sacrifice for our country.

Kristen e. simmons is a member of the law 
firm of Oshins & Associates, LLC in Las Vegas, 
and practices primarily in the areas of estate, asset 
protection and business planning.

Another fine organization working in this area is 
Project REAL. They are seeking volunteer tour guides to 
assist students and teachers in their visits to courtrooms. 
The time commitment is from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., at 
least one weekday a month during the school year. Check 
out Project REAL’s website at projectreal.com.

Our government is founded on the U.S. and State 
Constitutions. All citizens should understand the role 
of the judiciary in cases such as Perry v. Schwarzenegger. 
Whether or not you agree with Judge Walker’s 
conclusions, his obligation to apply constitutional 
principles to the questions before him forms the 
foundation of American jurisprudence. We all need to 
ensure that the public understands and subscribes to 
the system of checks and balances that has served this 
country so well for so long.

Meanwhile, back at the National Conference of Bar 
Presidents, as representatives of the State Bar of Nevada, 
President-Elect Connie Akridge, Executive Director 
Kim Farmer and I divided up the various tracks of panel 
discussions and came home with a number of ideas to 
share with the board of governors and staff, including: 

• Financial struggles, mental health issues and 
substance abuse problems among our members;

• Multidisciplinary practice, regulating law firms 
whose shares are publicly traded, E-lawyering 
and cloud computing;

• Making ethics committees more efficient and 
more valuable to our members;

• Establishing a bar-sponsored mentoring 
program for new admittees;

• Improving efforts to increase diversity in the 
legal profession; and

• Programs developed by state and local bars to 
help members during the recession.

 
If you have an interest or opinion on any of these 

topics, I would be happy to receive your input. E-mail me 
at camf@nvbar.org or call me at (702) 317-1449.

TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 
I’m sure you have noticed that few radio stations 

offer air traffic reports these days. “chopper Tom” 
and his cohorts have lost out to technology; check out 
Google Maps on your computer or smart phone.

simply locate the Google Maps web page on your 
browser and download the application. Next, follow 
the instructions about “updating permissions” on your 
phone. Then you will be able to access directions and 
up-to-date traffic conditions from anywhere. It’s free – 
as long as you have a large data plan.

1	 Mr. Zack is a partner in the national law firm Boies, Schiller & Flexner, LLP. 
They have an office in Las Vegas. 
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