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During my 15 years on the Justice Court bench, I 
have observed events that range from the serious, 
to the funny and even the downright baffling. 
Coming to court is a serious matter. Unfortunately, 
not everyone treats it as such. I realize that Nevada 
gets hot in the summer. However, each courtroom 
door has a very large sign reading: “PLEASE 
READ BEFORE ENTERING COURT.” 

The very first item on the list is, “Proper courtroom attire 
required.” Nonetheless, litigants still walk through those doors 
wearing halters, see-through mesh tank tops and very short mini-
skirts. Luckily, we keep a supply of cover-ups for those folks 
who can’t or won’t use their common sense and don’t bother 
to read the sign. Screening what your clothes say or portray is 
not a bad idea. I have seen t-shirts sporting a variety of sayings, 
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for example, “don’t pinch me, 
I’m wearing green underwear.” It 
wasn’t even St. Patrick’s Day. One 
defendant’s shirt, bearing the words 
“Shot Caller,” actually assisted in the 
police officer’s identification of that 
defendant. Another shirt I spotted 
in court said “Support your local 
Vagos.” The Vagos are known to 
be a violent motorcycle gang. Yet 
another proclaimed, “Jail for Judges.” 
Really… did the defendant think that 
there would be a positive reaction? 
Once I even had a pro se defendant 
show up for trial in pajamas and 
slippers. Then there was the defendant 
who came to court wearing the same 
pants for every court date. His pants 
were embellished up and down the 
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sides with a pattern of pot leaves.  
After all of these years on the 

bench, you would think I’d have 
heard it all. Don’t count on 
it. Here are a few rather 
surprising comments made 
by defendants in court, on 
the record. Defendant was 
present on a status check and 
was not making acceptable 
progress on his requirements. 
He asked the court to, “show 
a brother some love.” I 
reminded the defendant that 
rather than putting him in jail 
and imposing the suspended 
sentence that day, I 
would give him until the 
following week to show 
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proof to the court. An elderly defendant, 
sentenced on an indecent exposure charge, 
asked if she could satisfy her community 
service by cleaning my house. I’m afraid I 
just had to decline her offer.

Here are some of the more surprising 
things I’ve run into during my time 
on the bench.  (Disclaimer: all cases 
are closed and no names will be used 
to protect the defendants from further 
humiliation.) 

•	 Defendant was charged with 
battery with a deadly weapon. His 
justification was that he beat up his 
neighbor for stealing his pet pig 
and barbecuing it; 

•	 Defendant was charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon. 
She had chased a Republic 
Services driver down the street 
while aiming a gun at him. Her 
explanation was that he had run 
over her dog. The driver claimed 
that he was trying to explain that 
the dog ran out in front of the 
truck and it had been an accident; 

•	 Defendant was charged with 
DUI and resisting arrest. When 
asked at the scene if he had 
been drinking, he replied, “not 
enough.” When advised to quit 
resisting arrest, his response was, 
“can’t a guy just get high?”  

•	 Defendant was charged with 
open and gross lewdness. He had 
worn a very short mini skirt, that 
completely exposed his genitals, 
at a Carl’s Jr. during breakfast 
hours on a Sunday. Earlier that 
morning he had been criminally 
trespassed from McDonalds; and 

•	 During a defendant’s bail hearing 
the deputy district attorney was 
arguing that the defendant was 
a flight risk. The defendant 
interrupted, claiming that he was 
afraid of flying and never went on 
airplanes.  

Once, I even had a runner in 
court. This defendant’s attorney was 
trying to keep his client out of jail. 
The defendant had not fulfilled the 
sentencing requirements and was facing 
the imposition of suspended jail time. 
The defendant told her attorney that 
she had done the required community 
service, however proof had never been 
provided to the court. Counsel asked 
if he could make a phone call to try 
to track down the community service 
proof. The defendant told her attorney 
that she was going to go out to her car 
to get her medication, in case she got 
locked up. Instead, as soon as she got 
out of the courthouse, she sprinted. The 
bailiffs attempted to catch her, but were 
unsuccessful. The North Las Vegas 
Police Department was called but could 
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not locate her. I issued a bench warrant. 
The next time I saw her was some 
months later, when she was booked on 
that warrant. The suspended sentence was 
imposed without further discussion.

Defendants usually aren’t having 
a good time hanging out in our holding 
cells. We have had head bangers, 
who slam their head against the walls 
or doors. One unfortunate defendant 
actually put his head through the glass 
window — glass reinforced with wire 
mesh. Ouch! Sometimes they even end 
up facing additional charges on malicious 
destruction of property.

Strange things happen in civil court 
as well as criminal court. During one 
eviction hearing, the tenant pulled up his 
shirt and started to pull down his pants. He 
wanted to show the court an injury he had 
suffered, causing him to miss work and, 
therefore, rendering him unable to pay 
rent. Luckily my bailiff moved quickly 
and acted as a human shield. At another 
eviction hearing a tenant was confronted 
about statements made in a sworn affidavit 
filed with the court. She replied, “I was 

out of my right mind when I filed it.”
I have a final observation to share. 

Small Claims court has become the 
“divorce court” of the unmarried. I 
regularly have litigants who, at one time, 
were very much in love and had decided 
to live together. Things did not go as 
planned and now they cannot stand each 
other. They fight over every kind of item 
you can imagine. There is rarely anything 
in writing. It is usually a he said/she said 
situation. It confirms my belief that there 
is a very thin line between love and hate.

Justice court is truly the people’s 
court. Every day is a new reality show 
with a whole new set of characters.  


