
GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR DISPOSITION OF CRIMINAL MOTIONS/STIPULATIONS 
 
 
I. Unofficial Southern Division - Las Vegas   
 

Magistrate Judges generally hear and decide all pre-trial matters in felony cases by way of an 
order, if the motion is non-dispositive, or a report and recommendation, if the motion is dispositive.  The 
District Judge will make the final determination if a party appeals an order or objects to a report and 
recommendation. Once a defendant decides to go to trial or enter a plea of guilty to a felony, all matters  
are decided by the District Judge.   

 
Magistrate Judges conduct all petty offense matters in their entirety, including sentencing.  Trial 

and sentencing of Class A misdemeanors are conducted by Magistrate Judges only upon consent. If a 
defendant does not consent, these matters are conducted in the same manner as felony offenses. 

 
Generally, motions that are related to a substantive motion are resolved by the judge before 

whom the substantive matter is pending.  For example, a motion for extension of time or to seal would 
be decided by the same judge to whom the motion is referred. 

 
II. Unofficial Northern Division - Reno 
 
 District Judges preside over all submissions in felony cases after the initial appearance and 
arraignment and plea except for motions to modify or revoke pre-trial release motions to substitute 
counsel, and motions concerning medical treatment of an incarcerated defendant. 
 
 Magistrate Judges preside over initial appearances, arraignments and pleas, pre-trial release 
hearings, motions to modify or revoke pretrial release, motions to substitute counsel, and motions 
concerning medical treatment of an incarcerated defendant.  Magistrate Judges also preside over all petty 
offenses in their entirety, including sentencing. Trial and sentencing of Class A misdemeanors are 
conducted by Magistrate Judges only upon consent. If a defendant does not consent, these matters are 
conducted in the same manner as felony offenses. 

 


