
and teach visitors more about the role 
missionaries played in the Old West.

While St. Paul’s is undeniably a 
historical gem and a highlight of any 
visit to Virginia City, its age is starting 
to show. The church is in dire need of 
repair, requiring structural work and an 
updated electrical system. Unfortunately, 
the church does not have the funds 
to address these problems and the 
Episcopal Diocese of Nevada, which 
oversees St. Paul’s, is unable to help.2 

“The diocese budget is smaller 
than the budgets 
of some of the 
congregations,” 
said Bishop Dan 
Edwards. “We have 
absolutely minimal 
resources to work 
with.”3

This is where 
the Small Business 
& Nonprofit Legal 
Clinic could help. 
The clinic has two 
equally important 
goals: providing an 
opportunity for law 
students to obtain hands-on transactional 
legal experience, and offering free 
legal representation to small businesses 
and nonprofit organizations in the 
community. The clinic provides legal 
advice regarding legal entity formation, 
contract drafting and negotiation, 
intellectual property matters, business 
licensing, and permitting and interacting 
with local, state and federal agencies. 
Although less than a year in operation, 
the clinic has already represented nearly 
two dozen clients on numerous matters.  

Edwards knew Franklin from his 
work in establishing Nevadans for the 

UNLV LAW STUDENTS AND THE  
BUSINESS OF PRESERVING THE PAST

Creativity and problem-
solving are essential core 
skills for all lawyers, but 
perhaps even more so for 
those who help nascent 
entrepreneurs navigate a 
pathway to success.  

In UNLV law school’s Small 
Business & Nonprofit Legal Clinic, 
launched by Professor Eric Franklin in 
the fall of 2014, students learn first hand 
what it means to bring a business idea 
to life through creative problem solving, 
and experience the joy of working with 
clients to achieve their vision.

Take, for example, one of the 
clinic’s first clients, the Western 
Missionary Museum in Virginia City. 
The museum’s goal is to preserve St. 
Paul’s the Prospector Episcopal Church, 
an invaluable piece of Nevada history 
in the heart of the Virginia City Historic 
District. Working with the museum 
and the Episcopal Diocese of Nevada, 
the clinic is helping create a business 
entity that will breathe new life into this 
historic and religious resource.

Built in 1876, St. Paul’s is 125 years 
old, and Episcopalians often refer to it 
as “the mother church of Nevada.” St. 
Paul’s features hand-hewn original pine 
beams and pews in the carpenter gothic 
style, and draws tourists interested in the 
history of Nevada.1 St. Paul’s played a 
central role in the early days of Virginia 
City, housing missionaries and even 
playing host to several talks by Mark 
Twain. To preserve this history, St. Paul’s 
congregation began operating a small 
museum to highlight historical artifacts 
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Common Good, a broad and diverse 
group of nonprofits, schools and 
religious organizations focusing on some 
of Nevada’s most pressing issues. The 
clinic helped Nevadans for the Common 
Good apply for tax-exempt status with 
the Internal Revenue Service, and 
Edwards thought it might be able to help 
explore the best way for the Western 
Missionary Museum to raise funds.

Student Attorney Amanda Stevens 
(J.D. 2015) worked with Franklin to 
explore possible solutions. Stevens 

presented several options and the 
Episcopal Diocese decided to form 
a separate 501(c)(3) organization 
to manage and operate the Western 
Missionary Museum. The museum will 
focus on preserving “artifacts from 
the history of Nevada’s early years, 
especially the work of missionaries 
to bring faith and civilization to the 
frontier,” said Edwards. “The Comstock 
was a rowdy place in those days. 
Introducing religion to a mining camp 
was a colorful project.”

Once 501(c)(3) status is obtained, 
St. Paul’s will apply for grants to help 
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fund the necessary repairs and expand 
its collection of artifacts from old 
missions and churches around the west. 
“The historic building faces grave 
structural challenges, so saving the 
building will be the top priority of the 
museum,” said Edwards.

Stevens is helping the Episcopal 
Diocese form The Western Missionary 
Museum as a Nevada nonprofit 
corporation, and they hope to file 
paperwork for tax-exempt status soon. 
Although she had a lot of experience 
working with small businesses before 
law school, Stevens had not worked 
with nonprofits. “Working with St. 
Paul’s was a great experience,” she 
said. “I enjoyed identifying the goals 

of the museum and figuring out how I 
could help meet those goals.” 

“It’s one thing to master Nevada 
law regarding nonprofit formation 
and wrestle with federal regulations 
governing tax-exempt organizations, and 
quite another to walk a client through 
the process,” said Franklin. Stevens 
agreed, emphasizing that, “doing 
research is a lot more interesting when 
you can relate it to an actual client.”

“The work undertaken by the Boyd 
law school legal clinic, and especially 
with the agile work of [Student 
Attorney] Amanda Stevens,” said 
Edwards, “is saving Nevada’s history 
and enhancing Virginia City as both a 
tourist attraction and a place to learn the 
history of the Old West.”    


