PRO BONO
HONO R ROLL
The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the Access to
Justice Commission extend a special thanks to the following
attorneys who generously accepted cases in May 2014, through
the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, Washoe Legal Services,
Nevada Legal Services, Volunteer Attorneys for Rural Nevadans
and Southern Nevada Senior Law Program.
Peter Aldous
Cynthia Alexander
Carl Arnold
Thomas Askeroth
Shana Bachman
Z. Kathryn Branson
Ernest Buche
Lauren Calvert-Arnold
Ebru Cetin
Sarah Chavez
Kevin Christensen
Lynn Conant
Paul Connaghan
Shelly Cooley
James Davis
Laura Deeter
Sabrina Dolson
Richard Doxey
Emily Ellis

Deborah Elsasser
Marc Fox
Russel Geist
Joshua Gilmore
Marjorie Guymon
Robert Hempen
Nathan Henderson
John Kelleher
Ishi Kunin
Zachariah Larson
Bryce Loveland
Emily McFarling
Stacie Michaels
Christine Miller
Christian Orme
Laureen Perez
Frank Phelan
Carrie Primas
Norman Rauls

Michael Rawlings
Jacob Reynolds
Jeffry Riesenmy
Jennifer Roberts
Caitlin Salas
Aaron Shipley
Brianna Smith
Rosa Solis-Rainey
Christine Sommella
Brian Steinberg
David Stephens
Marsha Stephenson
Paul Terry
Jennifer Tsai
Dan Waite
Joseph Went
Marshal Willick
Karen Wong
Shane Young

Attorneys who participated in clinics, Ask-A-Lawyer or
Lawyer in the Library programs, or taught pro bono CLEs:
Boris Avramski
Jeanette Barrick
Travis Barrick
Eunice Beattie
Maureen Belluscio
Robert Blau
Debra Bookout
Robert Bradley
William Brown
Ryan T. Campbell
Ebru Cetin
Mitch Cobeaga
Kim Cooper
Carla Coulthard
Trevor Creel
Courtney Dolan
Ryan J. Earl
Mario Fenu

Rebecca Gallardo
Jeffrey Galliher
Keren Gesund
Stefana Ghita
Lorrie Haug
Norman Hirata
Rena Hughes
Rachel Jacobson
Gabrielle Jones
Jeanne Lambertsen
Margaret Lambrose
James Leavitt
Michael Marr
Analise Martinez
Raymond McKay
Michael McKelleb
Gemma Nazareno
Susan Noyce

Michele Roberts
Howard Roitman
Molly Rosenblum
Patricia Ross
Africa Sanchez
Madelyn Shipman
Ambrish Sidhu
Ian E. Silverberg
Kerry Skaggs
James Smith
Marybeth Sundstrom
Frank Toti
Soraya Veiga
Nicole WiddisHernandez
Richard D. Williamson
Judah Zakalik
Robert Zentz

BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or
sessions conducted within the month.
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ONE FOCUS
A SPOTLIGHT ON PRO BONO
BY SHANE JASMINE YOUNG, ESQ.

Synopsis of the case
A couple of years ago, I took a case representing
two pre-school aged children, a brother and a
sister, who lost both of their parents in a homicidesuicide. When my clients were toddlers, they
witnessed their father shooting and killing their
mother and then turning the gun on himself. The
children’s maternal grandparents, who had received
a frantic phone call from their daughter minutes
before the killings, rushed to the family’s house and
found the children covered in blood and screaming
hysterically. As if it wasn’t bad enough that these
young children had lost their parents, both sets of
grandparents fought over custody of the children. The
paternal grandparents made claims of sexual abuse
against the maternal grandparents. The claims were
ultimately unsubstantiated; however, the process of
investigating and adjudicating those claims was a
long and very difficult one.

The Attorney’s Angle
What I remember most about this case
As a mother of five, with children the same age as my
clients, I felt a natural instinct to protect my vulnerable
clients. Because the maternal grandmother’s primary
language is Spanish, communicating was a bit of a
challenge, although it forced me to reach back in time
to my four years of high school Spanish and adapt to
the circumstances. Translation services were available,
but I chose to get through it on my own, which was my
own personal goal. I quickly bonded with the family and
felt great satisfaction when the maternal grandparents
were released from the sexual abuse allegations, and we
finalized a permanent custody situation and adoption for
my clients, who wanted very much to remain with their
maternal grandparents. Knowing that I helped them
close a terrible chapter in their lives and move into a
new, more positive one, was the most fulfilling part of
the case.

Tips for attorneys interested in, or
considering taking, a pro bono case
Don’t be scared. Prior to taking cases with the Legal
Aid Center, I had little to no experience in family
law, other than teaching a guardianship class as part
of my graduation requirements for law school. My

background is in business and
commercial litigation, so the thought of
representing abused children or a father
appealing his terminated parental rights
was a little daunting. I started with
one case, having been promised that I
could call on staff and other members
for help as needed. Now, several cases
and clients later, I still reach out for
help. Resources are there so no one
is left to figure out how to navigate
unfamiliar practice areas alone. In
addition, the Legal Aid Center offers
training and mentoring.
Don’t worry about the time
commitment. Hopefully, your firms
or employers provide credit in
one form or another for pro bono
work. Even if they don’t, giving back
to the community is the least we, as
attorneys, can do. Between work and
home, my schedule can be extremely
hectic, but I have made it part of my
practice to have at least one open pro
bono case at all times. I budget time
for my pro bono cases, just like I do
my other work. It is all about time
management and prioritizing. There is
always time to do something positive
for another, and chances are, you will
enjoy it and continue. Your clients and
the community will thank you. My
pro bono clients have been the most
appreciative clients; they keep things in
perspective and provide a balance to my
other professional demands.
SHANE J. YOUNG
is a 2004 graduate of
Boyd School of Law and
has been in practice
since April 2005. Her
practice is focused
primarily on commercial
litigation as well as transactional
business and regulatory matters.
She currently serves as the chair of
the Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada’s Advisory Council and has
been a regular recipient of the Legal
Aid Center of Southern Nevada Pro
Bono Project “100 Hours Club” Award
(2008-2013). Further, she has worked
with the Children’s Attorney Project
and represented over 10 minors in the
system. Young’s other pro bono efforts
include Veteran Stand Down and
Homelessness Prevention Clinic.
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