
A simple calendar change in the municipal court’s 
specialty drug court proved to be an incredibly fortuitous 
event for Las Vegas attorney Julian Gregory. Gregory, who 
works for the Law Office of Gabriel Grasso, frequented 
Department 3 of the Las Vegas Municipal Court, and as 
such witnessed many defendants going through the Habitual 
Offender Prevention and Education (HOPE) program. 
When the calendar for the program changed and program 
participants were left without a public attorney, Gregory was 
asked by Judge Heidi Almase to step in and help out. 

Those who participate in the HOPE program are, in 
Gregory’s words, “Caught in the nexus of addiction and 
homelessness.” Participants who are diverted into HOPE 
are assigned an attorney, counselors and social workers 
and are provided with a sober living facility, in-patient 
treatment for their addiction(s) and job training. Working 
with clients who are battling addiction, convictions and 
inner demons can be a bit difficult: “The first obstacle you 
have to surmount is the fact that by the time they have 
demonstrated they can benefit from HOPE, they have been 
through the system … they understand the worst penalty 
they can get is six months in jail. [You have to] convince 
them that probationary court is more worth it.” In addition 
to trying to help his clients understand why HOPE is a 
better option than jail, once in the program, Gregory and 
the team he works with face another huge hurdle: “Trying 
to break though whatever defense mechanisms they [the 
clients] have set up in order to not deal with their issues.”  

Although the work Gregory does has many challenges, 
when clients graduate and break free of their addictions, 
the emotional reward is tremendous. One client in particular 
sticks out in Gregory’s mind. The client, who we will call 
“Jane Doe,” had been released on her own recognizance 
with Gregory’s help; upon her release, Gregory said to her 
“Don’t disappoint me, come back to court, don’t run.” When 
Doe’s next court date came up, she was a couple hours late, 
but she made it. In court, she said she had considered 
running, but remembered Gregory’s words and decided to 
catch a bus and make her court date. Doe’s next appearance 
was made telephonically from her in-patient treatment 
facility. “I don’t know if he’s there,” Doe said during 
the appearance, “… but I want to thank my long-haired 
attorney.” Doe’s gratitude moved Gregory very deeply. 

One of the reasons Gregory took advantage of the 
opportunity to assist with HOPE was not only to help 
the clients, but also to help improve the image of public 
attorneys and attorneys as a whole. He said too often public 
attorneys are seen as plea negotiation factories, conveyor 
belts, and he hopes his work with the program will help to 
combat that stereotype.  

The premiere resource for connecting highly qualified 
professionals with the leading employers in our industry.

Employers can fill positions faster and at a lower 
cost than other job websites by reaching a highly 

qualified and targeted audience.

State Bar of Nevada Career Center

•	Customized Job Alerts
Create a Job Seeker Profile and receive Job Alert 
Notifications when a job is posted that matches your 
criteria. 

•	Search Through Today’s Most Relevant Jobs
No more sifting through Job Postings for out of date 
jobs that don’t meet your needs. We post only the 
most relevant jobs from the leading employers.

•	Apply for Jobs 
Quickly apply for jobs and share your resume with 
employers either directly or anonymously.

Visit the SBN Career Center today!

How As A Job Seeker Can I 

Benefit from Using the Career Center?

How As An Employer Can I 

Benefit from Using the Career Center?

Gain access to inside opportunities available only 
through the association and access tools needed 
to quickly find and apply for jobs.

•	Recruit Top Talent
Target highly engaged State Bar of Nevada members 

and experienced professionals committed to the 
advancement of the industry.

•	Dedicated Career Center Team
Need to post a position in a hurry? Tech challenged? 

Questions about posting multiple positions? Our 
expert Legal Career Center Team is here to help.

•	Direct Recruitment Opportunities 
Take advantage of search, email and online 

advertising options to recruit top candidates.

www.nvbar.org December 2013     Nevada Lawyer     33

the State Bar of nevada Board of Governors and the 
access to Justice commission extend a special thanks 
to the following attorneys who generously accepted 
cases in September 2013, through the legal aid center 
of Southern nevada, Washoe legal Services, nevada 
legal Services and Volunteer attorneys for rural 

BolD honors multiple cases accepted and/or 
sessions conducted within the month.
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attorneys who participated in clinics, 
ask-a-lawyer, Small Business Project:

Kristin Gifford
Gordon Goolsby
John Graves, Jr.
Marjorie Guymon
Steve Handelin
Roger Harada
Doreen Spears 
    Hartwell
Rena Hughes
Shawanna Johnson
Gabrielle Jones
Bita Khamsi
Leighton Koehler
Shelley Krohn
Bryce Kunimoto
Israel “Ishi” Kunin
Douglas Kurdziel
Ryan Loosvelt
Dan Lovell
Cliff Marcek
Aurora Maskall
Rena McDonald
Michael McKelleb

Bradley anderson
Cedric Anderson
Ogonna Atamoh
Maria Perez Avilez
Peter  Bellon
Robert Blau
Robert Bolick
Robert Caldwell
ryan campbell
KC Caraballo
Sarah Carrasco
Benjamin Childs
Hai ling chu
lorien cole
William Devine
Tracy DiFillippo
Barbara DiFranza
Steve Evenson
thomas Fell
Frances-Ann Fine
Seth Floyd
Conor Flynn
Michelle Gentry

Michael Miles
Rendal Miller
John mulligan
Jason Naimi
William o’mara
corinne Price
Manita Rawat
R. Christopher Reade
Joseph Riccio
Jeffry Riesenmy
Sergio Salzano
Africa Sanchez
muriel Skelly
John Smith
Peter Smith
Holly Stoberski
Kelly Stout
Patricia Trent
Kevin Van Ry
Jill Whitbeck
McKay Whitney
Day Williams
marshal Willick

courtney Dolan
Brian Eagan
John George
Rodolfo Gonzalez
April Green
Lorrie Haug
David Hermann
Gabrielle Jones
Jay Larsen
Alexander LeVeque
Michael Marr
Ray McKay
Michael McKelleb
Michael McNerny
John Michaelson
Jonathan Nelson

Tiffany Ballenger
Melissa Barishman
Eunice Beattie
robert Blau
Scott Bogatz
Robert Bolick
Koren Boyd
Gian Brown
Hai Ling Chu
James Claflin
Peter Co
Carla Coulthard
William Curran
Kendal Davis
Laura Deeter
Alice Denton

Susan noyce
Maren Parry
Corinne Price
Katherine Provost
Patrick Reilly
michele roberts
amber robinson
Nik Skrinjaric
James Smith
Jeffrey Stempel
David Straus
Kristin Tyler
Elyse Tyrell
Abran Vigil
Shannon Wilson
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