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JUDICIAL PROFILE: 

 Check the Box: 
Support Pro Bono Efforts 
    Via Your Dues Statement
It only takes a few seconds of effort, but for Nevadans 
in need, checking one box on your state bar annual 
dues statement might make a lifetime of difference. 
By doing so, you commit to either making a monetary 
donation, taking a pro bono case in 2013, or both. The 
recommended donation is $500, but no donation is 
too small – every dollar is significant, and goes directly 
to legal services in Nevada.
You can find the box (shown below) on page two 
of your statement. Just look for the “Say yes 
to Pro Bono” logo. 

These are challenging economic times – and 
that’s why supporting pro bono in Nevada is more 
important than ever. If you are unable to donate, 
please consider checking the box and agreeing to 
take a pro bono case – you will be contacted by a 
legal aid provider who will work with  you to find a 
compatible pro bono opportunity.

Look for this box –  
Part B: Voluntary 
Donations – 
on page two of your 
dues statement

Between the years 2001 and 
2011, Nevada doubled the  

percentage of residents living 
in poverty - 1,010,385 Nevadans  

qualify for legal aid.

BY MELINDA CATREN, 
NEVADA LAWYER COORDINATOR

HON. JENNIFER 
P. TOGLIATTI
CHieF JUDGe 
oF tHe eiGHtH 
JUDiCiaL DistRiCt

Public service could be considered something of a family 
legacy for Judge Jennifer P. Togliatti. Her father was a special 
agent with the FBI for more than 20 years and it was at his 
encouragement that Togliatti formed an interest in the legal 
profession; when she expressed an interest in following in his 
footsteps, he advised her to watch court proceedings and speak 
to lawyers and judges. It was not long after she began watch-
ing District Court Judge Philip Pro at work that she realized she 
wanted her career as a public servant pursuing justice to unfold in 
the courtroom.

EDUCATION AND LEGAL CAREER
Togliatti has called Las Vegas home for 35 years; she attend-

ed Bishop Gorman High School and graduated from UNLV with a 
Business Administration Degree. She received her Juris Doctorate 
from California Western School of Law, San Diego, in 1993, and 
began working as a law clerk that same year with the Appellate 
Division of the Clark County District Attorney’s Office Criminal 
Division. In 1994 she became a Deputy District Attorney.

In 1998, Togliatti was elected Justice of the Peace for the 
Las Vegas Justice Court and, in 1999, served as Chief Judge. 
In addition, Togliatti presided over all Specialty Court dockets 
for the Eighth Judicial District Court and served as acting 
Federal Magistrate for U.S. District Court. In 1998 she was the 
recipient of the Nevada Chapter of the National Organization 
of Women’s Equality NOW Award, in recognition of her work 
on behalf of, and commitment to, the rights of women and 
children within the community.

On April 23, 2002, then-governor Kenny Guinn appointed 
her to fill a vacancy in the Eighth Judicial District Court, Depart-
ment 9. Last year, her colleagues chose her as Chief Judge of that 
court, in a vote of confidence Togliatti does not take for granted. 

“Their support is something I truly value,” she explains. 
“I continually strive to ensure that their confidence in me was 
well placed.”

Her proudest accomplishment has also brought her some of 
her greatest challenges: court management in the face of some 
major budget cuts. Providing appropriate security for court facili-
ties and maintaining an appropriate level of service, and access to 
justice, to litigants and attorneys for 52 judicial departments, in 
the face of budget and staffing cuts, has not been easy! 

MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT
Togliatti’s message to attorneys appearing in her courtroom is 

one of courtesy: both in case preparation and in attitude toward the 
court and opposing counsel – no matter how the other attorney is 
acting.

“Don’t lower your standards of congeniality because 
opposing counsel has,” she advises. “And don’t continue to 
argue with the court after the ruling has been made.” Togliatti 
says she is always impressed by an attorney who is flawlessly 
prepared and who remains unflappable in the heat of conten-
tious litigation.


