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bY RichARD D. WiLLiAmSoN, ESQ.

D.B.	Cooper,	
McKenna’s	cat.

One of the most fundamental benefits that a bar 
publication should provide is substantive content that 
educates its readers and helps them advance their 
careers.  Hopefully, this month’s issue of Nevada 
Lawyer will provide just that.  

First, Micah Echols provides “Navigating Post-
Judgment Motions in Nevada State Court,” which is 
not only a great primer on post-trial motions but also 
includes a short quiz, enabling readers to earn one unit 
of CLE credit and start their year out right. On another 
post-trial issue, members Joseph G. Went and Jenny L. 
Routheaux offer great insights on “Acquiring Attorneys’ 
Fees from an Adversary.” Next, “What Settlement 
Tools Have You Left Unused?  Nevada’s Computation 
of Damages Rule,” an article from Michael C. Mills, 
encourages attorneys and judges to disclose and 
discuss damages at the outset of litigation.  Finally, Phil 
Dabney and Bracken Longhurst authored “Arbitration: 
Advocacy Skills and Tactics,” an article on how 
members can translate traditional litigation skills into 
the arbitration arena.  

Please enjoy these articles and all of the other 
content in this issue.

RichaRd d. Williamson is 
an attorney with the law firm of 
Robertson & Benevento. His  
practice primarily focuses on real 
estate law and civil litigation.

A Note 
from the 
issue Editor

Letter to the Editor
Thank you for not only including my 

Nemo in this month’s issue but putting 
him front and center! The pictures and 
the story were wonderful.  Nemo is 
getting to be an old man (he’s over ten 
years old now) so it really means a lot 
to me that I have this story to add to 
our scrapbook of memories. 

I always enjoy reading NV Lawyer but this 
issue was extra special. 

      Dawn R. miller, Esq.  

NEVADA LAWYER  

GOES TO 
THE DOGS

(AND CATS, AND BIRDS, 

                 AND SNAKES).

LAWYERS ARE 

(ANIMAL)

PEOPLE TOO!

SOME SITUATIONS IN A WORKING 

LAWYER’S LIFE ARE STRICTLY 

FOR THE BIRDS. SO IT’S NOT 

SURPRISING THAT MANY OF US 

THINK THAT OUR FURRY (AND 

FEATHERED) FRIENDS ARE THE 

CAT’S MEOW WHEN THINGS 

BECOME LESS THAN PURRRFECT.  

HERE, SOME OF THE STATE 

BAR OF NEVADA’S MEMBERS 

WEIGH IN ON HOW THEIR PETS 

HELP SAVE THEIR SANITY WHEN 

THINGS GET DOGGONE ‘RUFF’!
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ATTORNEY:

Dawn R. Miller, Esq.

FuRRY FRIEND: Nemo

After being accepted to law school in California, my 

Doberman Pinscher, Nemo, and I packed our things and headed 

off to begin the next chapter of my life. 

Finding a place to live with a Doberman was a challenge and 

the search continued even after classes had started. But Nemo 

made it easy to persevere. Every night when I got home from 

class, there he was, peeking his head out the window, wagging 

his tail, letting me know how happy he was to see me. I was 

amazed at how well he behaved: no accidents, no destruction, no 

barking. It was like he was letting me know he could handle all 

the change and that we would get through this together.

I finally found an 

apartment by making 

Nemo a “lab mix” on 

paper. It was a risk, but 

within weeks Nemo had 

won the hearts of every 

neighbor on my floor. 

They weren’t alone. All 

the students, professors 

and administrators came 

to know Nemo. Everyone 

was crazy about him. The ladies in the financial aid office would 

invite him upstairs so they could pet him. My professors would 

let him visit at their offices. 

Nemo brought joy and laughter to everyone he met. But he 

brought the most joy and love to me. Law school was a wonderful 

but difficult experience. The work seems endless, with little time 

for recreation. During hours of studying, Nemo would sit by 

me and lay his head on my lap because he knew I needed that 

gentle affection. He’d bring me a squeaky toy to coax me into ten 

minutes of laughter and play and, when I really needed a break, 

we would drive to the nearby dog beach where Nemo would play 
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