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The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the 
Access to Justice Commission extend a special thanks to 
the following attorneys who generously accepted cases in 
December 2012, through the Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada, Washoe Legal Services, Nevada Legal Services 
and Volunteer Attorneys for Rural Nevadans.

ASK-A-LAWYER, CLINICS, AND 
OTHER BRIEF SERVICES

BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or 
sessions conducted within the month.

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

EVERY LITTLE 
BIT HELPS

Holly Roys
Israel “Ishi” Kunin
James Kalicki
Janet Rosales
Jared Johnson
Jennifer Hargis
John Savage
Jonathan Brown
Karl Riley
Kerry Kolvet 
Kevin Szotkowski 
Kim Surratt 
Laura Deeter
Lawrence Winking
Margaret Lambrose
Margo Chernysheva
Mark Connot
Marshal Willick
McKay Whitney

Michancy Cramer
Muriel Skelly 
Nedda Ghandi
Norman Rauls
Patricia Lee
Patrick Kang
Rena Hughes
Rendal Miller 
Rick Lawton 
Robert Dickerson
Rod Sumpter
Scott Davis
Scott Pettitt
Shane Young
Stephanie Cooper 
    Herdman
Terry Moore
William Curran

Herb Hammerstead          
Irene Hart 
James Clafl in
James Hales        
Janette Bloom    
Jeanna Lambersten
Jennifer Jeans     
Jessica Lee          
Jessica Prunty     
Jim Berchtold
Jocelyn Cortez
John McGlamery               
Kathleen Kelly     
Katie Brady         
Katrine Berger 
Kendal Davis
Kriston Hill 
Lauren Davis       
Margaret Lambrose
Marilyn York 
Mariteresa Rivera-
    Rogers
Nancy Rey Jackson           

Peter Ashman
Ray Chau
Rhea Gertken     
Richard Frankoff
Rick Lawton
Robert Blau
Rod Sumpter
Rolando Velasquez
Rowe Hales
Ryan Russell        
Sandra Lawrence              
Sarah Bradley     
Scott Lachman   
Sheryl  Serreze    
Susan Wasko 
Sylvia Esparza
Terese Valenzuela            
Travis Gerber
Travis Shetler
Trevor Gross       
Trina Dahlin
Valerie Cooney  
Wright Fagan

Airene Williamson
Andrew Kynaston
Angela Dows
Anthony Ager
Brian Ramsey
Bruce Woodbury
Christopher Cannon
Dana Grigg 
Daniel Kiefer
David Sampson
Edward Kainen
Elias George
Elizabeth Quillin
Erika Pike Turner
Erin Elliot
Ernest Buche Jr.
Eunice Morgan
Frances-Ann Fine
Hillary Walsh

HOHONO R ROLL

BY KIMBERLY MUCHA ABBOTT, ESQ.

Africa Sanchez
Amanda Kay        
Amber Adams
Amber Robinson
Amy Baker
Anthony Wright
Ben Albers           
Benjamin Durham
Brian Neighbarger
Brian Ramsey
Caren Cafferata-
    Jenkins 
Casey Gillham     
Casey Saunders  
Chris MacKenzie
Corinne Price
Dale Kleven
Dan Wong 
David Jacks
Dee Sull
Francis Flaherty  
Frank Phelan 
Garrit Pruyt         

When I was fi rst contacted about writing this 
article, I was reminded that the lawyers highlighted 
here are often those who log hundreds of pro 
bono hours or achieve amazing victories for their 
clients. In reality, the average volunteer probably 
donates fewer than 50 hours annually and never 
experiences the thrill of a huge victory worthy of 
a script for “Boston Legal” or “The Good Wife.” 
Most pro bono attorneys fi ght smaller, much more 
routine battles. 

Such is the story in my case, as I try to fi gure 
out how to help my client – a rarely articulate, 
18-year-old, disabled young man – prepare for life 
after foster care. My client’s disabilities (the most 
concerning of which is Mild Mental Retardation), 
leave him functioning at a high enough level to 
disqualify him for most programs or services, yet 
limit him enough that I lie awake some nights 
worrying over what will become of him if he is 
left on his own. We are not waging any legal wars 
in his case, but we fi ght lots of small, and often 
ridiculous, battles.

One of those battles took place on the 
Thursday before the last long Veterans Day 
weekend. I had to get my 2-year-old up and off to 
school, put in several hours at the pizzeria and tie 
up some loose ends before I could get us packed 
for our mid-afternoon fl ight to Atlanta. I did not 
have a minute to spare – or so I thought.

At about 7:30 a.m., I began a ridiculous, three-
hour battle with the school district. My client’s IEP 
(Individual Education Plan: a requirement under 
federal law for all students with disabilities) was 
due the following week and, as usual, I planned 
to participate. I received a curt and matter-of-fact 
response, indicating that the meeting would be held 
at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday morning. I replied that the 
meeting would have to be rescheduled, as that time 
would not work for me or the foster-father.  Then 
a day’s worth of nonsense regarding the simple 
reschedule of a meeting ensued. 

I will spare you the silly details of e-mailing 
in between making pizza, yelling into my phone 
while packing, arguing on the car ride to the airport 
and e-mailing some more, while trying to contain a 
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rambunctious 2-year-old in line to board the plane. 
Thanks to intervention by the amazing Special 
Education staff at Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada, including a call to the head of Compliance 
& Monitoring for the district, by the time we were 
on the ground in Atlanta, the problem was solved.

Was the course of my client’s life forever 
altered because this meeting got moved? I am 
pretty certain it was not. However, I believe it was 
a meaningful meeting because, through me, my 
client’s voice was heard. 

I have argued, complained and nagged in order 
to get him assistance and services that should come 
to him, in due course, but won’t if he doesn’t have 
an attorney advocating for him. Although these 
are not monumental victories, they still matter 
tremendously, because they focus on the things 
that concern him and affect his everyday life.

The other important reminder my stressful 
Thursday in November brought me, is that you can 
always fi nd time to do pro bono work. I certainly 
did not wake up that morning thinking, “I have 
two to three hours to spare today, maybe I’ll do 
some work on my pro bono case.” When the drama 
started, I just did what needed to be done. None 
of us has a bunch of free time, but if you make the 
commitment to take on one new case, or to cover 
an ask-a-lawyer shift once a month, you will fi nd 
the time. You will make the time.

I have the utmost respect for the amazing 
attorneys that can donate hundreds of hours a year. 
However, I am also certain that just a few hours of 
pro bono work and an occasional everyday triumph 
can improve the life of a client in need.

KIMBERLY MUCHA ABBOTT served as 
the Pro Bono Project Director from 2004 to 
2011. She has been licensed to practice law 
in Massachusetts since 2002, and is able 
to engage in pro bono work in Nevada as 
an Emeritus Attorney pursuant to Supreme 
Court Rule 49.2. For more information about 
the Emeritus Program, visit www.nvbar.org or 
contact Kristina Marzec, Executive Director 
of the Supreme Court Access to Justice 
Commission at (702) 317-1404 or 
kristinam@nvbar.org.

To buy your copy now, visit 
nvbar.org > publications > books 

and reference manuals

The third update of this sought-after book 
includes updated information and new chapters 
on modern day topics such as:
 
• Military Divorce;
• Domestic Partnerships; 
   and 
• Artificial Reproductive 
   Technology Law 
 
The manual is being 
sold as both a one-
volume, hard-bound 
book and as a digital 
download. Special pricing 
is available for Family 
Law Section members.
  

NOW AVAILABLE 
NEW2013 Nevada Family 2013 Nevada Family 

LawLaw  Practice ManualPractice Manual  
With New Chapters 
and a New Look!

 

Standard Pricing: 
• Book and digital download: $139

• Digital download only: $85

Section Member Pricing:
• Book and digital download: $119

• Digital download only: $75




