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THE REAL VALUE  
OF PRO BONO

Pro bono work is something near and dear to my 
heart. I currently serve as the deputy director for the 
Southern Nevada Senior Law Program. The other large 

nonprofit legal service providers in Nevada are: 
Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, 
Nevada Legal Services, Volunteer 
Attorneys for Rural Nevadans and 
Washoe Legal Services. All of 
these programs provide critical 
help to some of Nevada’s most 
disadvantaged people. At the 
Southern Nevada Senior Law 
Program, our attorneys assist 
seniors with estate planning, 
guardianship issues, healthcare 
documents and more. Pro bono 
clients who receive assistance 
from other service providers include 
veterans, abused children and victims 
of domestic violence, among others.

Here is just one testimonial from 
a client helped by a senior law attorney 
participating in the Southern Nevada 
Senior Law Program:

“You’ve worked really hard and fixed my 
problems, so that I could get my deceased 
daughter’s medical records for some 
closure. I couldn’t have done any of this 
without you.”

—79-year-old mother

As you read this issue of Nevada Lawyer, I invite you to consider 
the other stories from several featured attorneys, all of whom find that doing 
pro bono work is very meaningful to them — not just for the satisfaction 
of helping someone truly in need, but also because doing pro bono work 
has helped them become better lawyers. Here are a few of the benefits that 
many attorneys find when doing pro bono work:

•	 Taking a pro bono case gives lawyers the opportunity to get and 
improve their client interviewing skills and trial skills.  
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Questions? Comments?
Nevada Lawyer welcomes feedback from our 
readers! Contact us at nvlawyer@nvbar.org. 

• Legal aid organizations provide free training, mentoring
and CLE support to attorneys who take on pro bono cases.
It’s a great source of education and can even save you
some money.

• You’ll have the opportunity to practice in front of a variety
of judges and build goodwill with the judiciary. They
pay attention to the fact that a lawyer is supporting the
community by doing pro bono work.

If you would like to learn more about 
all of the good reasons to take on pro 

bono cases, I encourage you to 
watch Barbara Buckley’s excellent 

YouTube video on this topic. 
She goes into detail about the 
resources available and reasons 
why an attorney should 
consider taking a case. The 
video is available on the state 
bar’s new YouTube channel: 
go to www.youtube.com and 
search for “Tips to Assist: Pro 

Bono.”
Unfortunately, more 

Nevadans are in need of our help 
than ever before. The economic 

decline that started in 2008 increased 
the demand for pro bono services 

and the ripples left by the recession 
are still felt keenly in our community 

today. In 2012, an estimated 16.4 percent of 
Nevadans lived below the poverty level. If these 

disadvantaged people find themselves with a legal 
need, many of them represent themselves in court. 

For example, 70-90 percent of cases in family court and 
almost 100 percent of landlord-tenant cases involve people 

who choose to represent themselves. Their cases will often 
seem simple and straightforward to an attorney, but complex and 

challenging to these people. Your assistance is invaluable to them 
and your participation will often result in helping the cases resolve 
more efficiently.

I encourage you to consider taking just one pro bono case; 
we have several resources available to help you. A great place to 
start is by reading the One Promise Nevada information available 
in this issue of Nevada Lawyer or by visiting the website at 
onepromisenevada.org. You won’t just be helping a deserving and 
needy person—you’ll gain several personal rewards, as well.
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