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BY LAURENCE DIGESTI, ESQ., PRESIDENT, STATE BAR OF NEVADA

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

SHAKE IT UP WITH EXPERT PRESENTATIONS IN HAWAII
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APPEAL?
When everything is on the line...
...and winning is the only option.

The agenda for the State Bar of Nevada’s Annual 
Meeting, taking place June 30 through July 2 at the 
Hilton Waikoloa on the Big Island of Hawaii has 
been set, and the scheduled speakers will certainly 
live up to the theme of the event: “Shake it Up!”

Of course, the opportunity to vacation in Hawaii is 
always a big draw, but in case some members are still 
unsure about spending a few days in a tropical paradise, 
the expert presentations should provide the impetus needed 
in making the decision to join us in the Aloha State. Bar 
members have until June 3 to make reservations in the bar’s 
room block at the resort. Registration is $525 for regular 
members and $425 for Trial Academy members, with an 
additional $50 each for guests. 

Bruce Hennes, a nationally recognized leader in crisis 
communications for lawyers and their clients, will speak 
on this topic. Hennes is a managing partner and crisis 
communications specialist with Cleveland-based Hennes 
Paynter Communications, one of the few firms in the U.S. 
focused exclusively on crisis communications, media 
training and litigation communications. His firm serves 
corporations, government agencies, hospitals, educational 
institutions and nonprofits that are “on trial” in the court 
of public opinion. You can read more about him at www.
crisiscommunications.com.

Also speaking at the event is Josh King, chief legal 
officer for Avvo, an online legal marketplace, founded in 
Seattle by tech-savvy lawyer Mark Britton. According to 
Avvo’s website, Britton’s intention was to create a tool that 
makes it easier for potential clients to find attorneys.

King will discuss trends in the legal profession. 
According to King, “the ‘ethics’ of legal marketing are 
broken. The mechanical application of outdated rules keeps 
lawyers from providing information and innovative services 
to clients, leaving the vast majority of the public under-
informed and underserved.” During his presentation, King 
will survey the landscape of legal marketing and offer some 
suggestions for fixing its problems.

Others speakers and topics include:
• “How to Maximize Your Transition Away From Practice,” 

by Bank of Nevada;
• “Taking Your Own Advice: Employment Law Compliance 

for Law Firms,” by the Employment Law Section;
• “I’m All Shook Up: Reducing Stress in the Profession,” 

by Kristine Kuzemka and Ryan Sullivan;
• “Big Case Review,” by the Nevada Supreme Court;
• “The Decision Making Process in Nevada Appellate 

Courts,” by the Appellate Litigation Section;
• “Unconscious Bias: The Neuroscience and Psychology of 

Decision Making,” by Kimberly Papillon;
• “Competence, Confidentiality & ESI: Perfect Together,” 

by the Litigation Section;
• “Unconscious Bias: Continuing the Dialogue,” by 

Kimberly Papillon;
• “Criminal Justice Reform,” by Judge Mark Bennett and 

Rene Valladares;
• “Buckle Up Kids: Behind the Wheel of the 

Disruptionmobile,” by Shelly Alcorn;
• “EB-5 Investor Visa Overview,” by the Internaional Law 

Section;
• “Taking the Wheel: Let’s Talk about the Future of Law,” 

by Alcorn;
• “Judicial Insider Tips,” by Judges Bruce Beesley, Bill 

Hoffman, Gloria Sturman and James Wilson; and
• “Engaging in Client Interviews That Get to the Real 

Issues,” by the Probate and Trust Law Section.

While all these programs are highly compelling, there 
will also be plenty of fun events in the evenings for you and 
your whole family to enjoy. Experience Hawaii, through a 
traditional luau, Aloha Spirit events and much more. The resort 
offers numerous other amenities for those looking for recreation 
outside of the convention activities. The annual meeting is 
also a wonderful opportunity to meet and network with your 
colleagues, judges and other professionals who work in the legal 
field at a wide variety of social events. You’ll also have the 
opportunity to meet the state bar’s new leadership.

I look forward to seeing all you in Hawaii. Aloha!  


