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A mother of young children who has had multiple emergency 
room visits because of exposure to mold in her apartment. 
A father unable to pay for necessary medication because his 
employer is not paying the full amount of wages due. A child 
constantly sick because her daycare facility is not following  
the health and safety requirements in NAC Chapter 432A. 

Situations like these tend to result 
in medical professionals treating 
and re-treating the same conditions 
over and over again. The already 
overwhelmed medical professionals 
do their best to treat the illness, either 
unaware of the root cause of the 
repeated malady or unable to take 
steps to improve the long-term health 
prospects of their patient. Once the 
patient is treated, they are sent back 
into the same situation that caused 
the health problem in the first place. 
As a result, costs rise for the patient 
and the health-care system as a whole. 
Critical appointment slots are filled 

by persons with conditions caused by 
social factors making them sick. In 
many cases, however, the assistance 
of a lawyer can allow a patient to 
address these social factors. This help 
allows chronic and repeated health 
issues to be partially resolved through 
some type of legal action. To address 
these types of scenarios, attorneys and 
medical providers across the country 
are joining together in medical-legal 
partnerships.

The premise of a medical-legal 
partnership is that legal issues faced 
by patients – in areas such as family 
law, immigration law, disability 
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law, insurance law or housing law 
– impact their health. Through a 
medical-legal partnership, lawyers 
and health professionals work 
together to identify and address the 
patient’s legal needs with the ultimate 
goal of improving a patient’s health. 
Working in conjunction with other 
members of a health-care team, 
an attorney is able to address the 
legal issues impacting a patient and 
negatively affecting that patient’s 
health. Additionally, attorneys in 
medical-legal partnerships provide 
important training to the other 
members of the health care team, 
helping them identify and understand 
legal issues that their patients face. 

Attorneys bring specialized 
knowledge of relevant policies, 
standards and laws impacting patients, 
particularly patients in low-income 
or other vulnerable communities. 
Various studies have shown that 
legal assistance as part of an overall 
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Medium-term outcomes focus on 
increasing referrals within the medical-
legal partnership, increasing self-
reported health measures from patients 
and more efficient use of health care 
resources. In the long-term, the AAMC 
logic model seeks improved physical 
and mental health in the community 
and improvement of quality. This 
effort began through the AAMC in 
2015 when an evaluation cohort of 
three medical-legal partnerships were 
selected to test the outcomes in the 
logic model with the goal of creating 
a body of evidence concerning the 
impact of 
medical-legal 
partnerships. 
The results 
from this 
three-year study 
are expected to be 
released this year.

In Nevada, 
there is currently 
one medical-
legal partnership, 
and efforts are underway to explore 
additional opportunities. In northern 
Nevada, Washoe Legal Services 
assists individuals with social and 
legal issues that may have a negative 
impact on health. This partnership is 
done in conjunction with Northern 
Nevada HOPES, a federally-qualified 
health center in Reno. Through this 
affiliation, Northern Nevada HOPES 
is able to identify patients with legal 

issues and refer them for consultation 
and potential representation to an 
attorney from Washoe Legal Services 
who works onsite at Northern Nevada 
HOPES. The onsite attorney also 
provides education and training to 
Northern Nevada HOPES’s staff and 
assists in identifying additional health 
and legal needs of the patients referred 
from Northern Nevada HOPES. 

While no medical-legal 
partnership currently exists in southern 
Nevada, discussions are underway to 
form one or more partnerships. For the 
last three years, the Nevada Population 

Health Conference, 
held on the campus 
of UnitedHealthcare 
in Las Vegas, has 

addressed innovative 
population health 

programs in Nevada, 
including medical-

legal partnerships.5 
The conference has 

brought in speakers 
from throughout the U.S. 

to discuss the benefits, 
challenges and logistics of creating 
medical-legal partnerships. The 
2017 conference included a student 
competition regarding innovation 
of communication models within a 
proposed medical-legal partnership. 
The competition, which medical 
students from the UNLV School 
of Medicine won, allowed the 
next generation of physicians and 

LAWYERS 
AS HEALERS: 
The Growth of Medical-
Legal Partnerships

 

continued from page 25

health-care plan results in fewer 
admissions to a hospital, a reduction 
of health-care spending, an increase 
in use of preventative medicine and 
improvements in mental health.1

According to the National Center 
for Medical Legal Partnerships 
(NCMLP) approximately 333 medical-
legal partnerships have been formed 
at hospitals, federally qualified 
health centers and other health 
care sites across the U.S.2 Medical-
legal partnerships are present in 46 
states. Last year, these medical-legal 
partnerships provided services to more 
than 75,000 patients and provided 
training to more than 11,000 health 
care professionals.3

Formation of medical-legal 
partnerships requires community 
partners, health-care providers, legal 
service organizations and, in many 
instances, educational institutions 
to work together. Funding of such 
efforts is also required. Considering 
this commitment of time and financial 
resources, many communities seek 
an evidence-based approach to 
measure the success of medical-legal 
partnerships. In response to this need, 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC) has developed 
a logic model to assist existing and 
potential medical-legal partnerships 
identify outcomes for learners (law 
students, medical students, social 
work students and students in other 
health care disciplines), patients and 
the health system as a whole.4 Short-
term outcomes include increased 
recognition of how to identify patient 
needs, allocation of provider time to 
inter-professional collaboration and 
increased patient knowledge of the 
impact of social programs on health. 



The State Bar of Nevada has several reference publications available to  
meet the needs of Nevada attorneys, from comprehensive guides  

to compilations of templates in a variety of practice areas.
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Nevada Appellate 
Practice Manual – 

2018 EDITION

The 2018 edition has 
been painstakingly edited 
by experts in appellate 
practice and reflects all 
recent changes in the 
law as well as the most 
up-to-date procedures 
for practicing in Nevada’s 
appellate courts. Some 
topics covered include: 
initiating an appeal, 
jurisdiction, settlement, 
criminal appeals, fast-
track child custody, oral 
arguments and record 
preparation...in addition 
to many others.

We’ve Got More!
The state bar’s online store includes additional titles of interest to 
attorneys practicing in Nevada, such as Nevada Business Entities, 
Succession Planning in Nevada and the Guide to the Tribal Courts 
of the Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada. 

Nevada Gaming 
Law Practice and 

Procedure Manual
Written by attorneys 
with decades of 
experience in the 
practice of gaming law, 
this reference manual 
includes 18 chapters 
covering topics such 
as licensing, financing, 
gaming devices, race and 
sports books, compliance 
reporting requirements, 
interactive gaming and 
much more. 
 

Contract Templates 
for Nevada Attorneys
This publication 
provides lawyers with 
a large selection of 
form contracts drafted 
for a wide variety of 
transactions, with 
specific regard to the 
laws of Nevada. The 
customizable forms are 
designed as a starting 
point for practitioners to 
craft custom agreements 
for use in commercial 
and residential purchases 
and leases, employment, 
intellectual property, 
deeds and cyber law...to 
name a few. 

Nevada Jury 
Instructions: 

Civil - 2018 EDITION
Nevada Jury 
Instructions: Civil 
provides attorneys 
participating in civil 
jury trials in Nevada 
with downloadable 
sample jury instructions 
in an easy-to-use 
format. The language 
in each template has 
been adapted from 
documents actually 
used in trial with an 
eye to being as party-
neutral as possible. The 
book includes subjects 
such as: contractual 
relationships, 
employment law, 
evidence, experts, 
intentional torts, 
fiduciary relationships, 
personal injury 
damages, eminent 
domain and more!

To see all of the current titles available, visit:
www.nvbar.org > Publications > State Bar Publications
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BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or sessions conducted within the month.

Be sure to follow Access To Justice on Twitter at 
@NevadaATJ, in order to keep abreast of all 

upcoming pro bono opportunities and events!  

Attorneys who participated in Ask-A-Lawyer, 
Lawyer in the Library or other clinics:

Jennifer Hostetler
Edward Kainen
Courtney Ketter
Carly Krygier
Noah Kuschel
Andrew Kynaston
Michael Levine
Jesse Livingston
Brittany Llewellyn
Cliff Marcek
James Martines
Racheal Mastel
Colleen McCarty
Margaret McLetchie
Kimberly Medina
Janet Merrill
David Mincin
Brian Nelson
Michiko Nozawa-
    Joffe
Brandi Planet

Jennifer Poynter-
    Willis
Graeme A. Reid
Jennifer M. 
    Richards
Brian J. Saeman
Glenn Schepps
Tamatha R. 
    Schreinert
William P. Shogren
Madelyn Shipman
Gary R. Silverman
Tehan W. Slocum
Caryn R. Sternlicht
Cassie Stratford
Kevin Sutehall
Marissa Temple
Sandra A. Unsworth
Justin Watkins
Darren Welsh
Shann Winesett

Matthew Policastro
Corinne Price
Tracy Rau
Josh Reid
Jennifer Roberts
Amanda Roberts
L. Christopher Rose
Beth Rosenblum
Beverly Salhanick
Savera Sandhu
Ava Schaefer
Brianna Smith
Radford Smith
Nancy Snow
Jaimie Stilz
Mary Tran
Rachel Tygret
Natalia Vander 
    Laan
Marshal Willick
Amy Wilson

Alyssa Aklestad
Jennifer Arledge
Eunice Beattie
Brian Blackham
Jonathan Blum
Jennifer Carvalho
Ebru Cetin
Melanie Chapman
Jonathan Chung
Jeffrey Cogan
Amanda Connor
Robert Dickerson
Sabrina Dolson
Frances-Ann Fine
Nedda Ghandi
Alex Ghibaudo
Heather Goodlett
Marjorie Guymon
Ryan Hamilton
Trevor Hatfield
Robert Hempen
Kara Hendricks

The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the 
Access to Justice Commission extend a special thanks to the 
following attorneys who generously accepted cases through 
the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, Washoe Legal 
Services, Nevada Legal Services and Volunteer Attorneys for 
Rural Nevadans, and those who donated their time to work at 
events like Ask-A-Lawyer and Lawyer in the Library.

Ilan Acherman
Andriea A. Aden
Jason Aivaz
Alyssa Aklestad
Michael G. Alonso
Mary Bacon
Elizabeth J. Bassett
Charlotte Bible
Elizabeth M. Bittner
Robert Blau
Brianna Bower
Amy Buchanan
Michelle R. Bumgarner
Ebru Cetin
Jessica Chong
James Claflin
Lesley Cohen
Brittany N. Cooper
Richard F. Cornell
Melissa Corral
Audrey Damonte

Michelle Darquea-
    Kaplan
Brian L. Davenport
Eric Dobberstein
Cherie Fletter
Raquel Fulghum
Joe Gorman
Erin N. Grieve
Janice Jacovino
Tatiana Jensen
Gabrielle Jones
Bronagh M. Kelly
Aaron MacDonald
Bryan Martin
Victoria S. Mendoza
George McNally
Mikyla J. Miller
Susan Noyce
Jeremy J. Nork
Susan Noyce
Courtney M. O’Mara

to present their solutions to the challenges facing 
medical-legal partnerships. 

In 2015, the U.S. spent approximately 16.84 
percent of its GDP on health care, which amounts 
to approximately $9,535 per person living in 
the country.6 Throughout the past decade, much 
attention has been paid to health insurance and 
access to care, most notably through the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Acts. Health 
insurance and access are important issues, but they 
are just part of the many factors that determine 
an individual’s health. As a result, attention is 
now turning to addressing the social factors that 
make up approximately 60 percent of a person’s 
health.7 Medical-legal partnerships provide a way 
to address many of these issues by leveraging the 
skills, knowledge and talents of attorneys to assist 
patients in finding solutions through existing laws. 

For attorneys, medical-legal partnerships 
provide a unique opportunity to improve the 
health of the community by doing what they have 
always done – providing zealous representation 
to obtain the best possible result for a client. 
This partnership not only puts a new focus on 
the importance of lawyers in society, but also 
encourages lawyers to be healers!  

MATT MILONE is the 
Senior Associate Dean for 
Legal Affairs at the University 
of Nevada, Reno School of 
Medicine, and he has been practicing law 
in Nevada since 2000. The author would 
like to thank Connie Akridge at Holland 
& Hart, Rita Greggio at Washoe Legal 
Services and Allison Cladianos at Northern 
Nevada HOPES for their input on this article 
and their continued hard work to support 
medical-legal partnerships in Nevada.

1. https://medical-legalpartnership.org/impact/.
2. https://medical-legalpartnership.org/partnerships/.
3. https://medical-legalpartnership.org/impact/.
4. https://www.aamc.org/download/458282/data/

mlplogicmodel.pdf.
5. https://www.hollandhart.com/nevada-population-

health-2018.
6. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator.
7. https://medical-legalpartnership.org/need/

April  2019     Nevada Lawyer    29

continued from page 26

LAWYERS 
AS HEALERS


