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For more information, please contact any of the executive council members: 

The purpose of the  
Public Lawyers Section is:

a) To encourage the study and 
interchange of thoughts 
and materials pertaining to 
the problems, duties and 
responsibilities of members of the 
legal profession practicing in the 
public sector;  

b) To provide public lawyers with a 
more effective way to participate 
in activities directed toward 
improving the administration of 
justice and promoting issues of 
importance to public lawyers;  

c) To promote cooperation and 
fellowship among public lawyers 
and to encourage the active 
involvement of public lawyers in 
the State Bar of Nevada;  

d) To assist law students and new 
members of the bar in preparing 
for and establishing themselves 
in the practice of law as  
public lawyers;  

e) To stimulate the interest of 
public lawyers of the State Bar 
of Nevada in the activities, 
objectives and purposes of the 
State Bar of Nevada;  

f) To perform and carry on such 
activities as may be assigned 
to the section by the Board of 
Governors of the State Bar  
of Nevada.

•	 Chair – Sarah A. Bradley, bradleys@medboard.nv.gov; 
•	 Vice Chair – Melissa Flatley, mflatley@water.nv.gov; 
•	 Secretary – Michael Oh, Michael.Oh@cityofhenderson.com; 

•	 At-Large Members – Jill Davis, jdavis@puc.nv.gov; Melody 
Luetkehans, mluetkehans@nvcourts.nv.gov; Sophia G.  
Long, slong@ag.nv.gov; and Micaela Moore,  
moorem@cityofnorthlasvegas.com. 

The Public Lawyers’ Section holds an annual conference at Lake Tahoe 
that focuses on issues and topics faced by public lawyers in Nevada. The 
conference also includes opportunities for members to network with 
other public lawyers in the state. The conference is open to anyone, 
although section members can attend at a discounted rate. For more 
information about the section, please go to nvbar.org > Member Services 
> State Bar Sections > Public Lawyers. Materials from the 2019 conference 
are available online. While the conference has traditionally been held in May, 
this year it was moved to October 7-9, 2020. For more information or to sign up for this 
year’s conference, please go to https://members.nvbar.org/cvweb/cgi-bin/eventsdll.dll/
EventInfo?SESSIONALTCD=PUBLAWYERS2020-4635. 

Topics planned for this year include Nevada’s Open Meeting Law, State 
Collaboration with Nevada’s Tribal Nations, Identifying Conflicts in Professional 
Responsibility for Lawyers, Nevada’s Public Records Act, Eminent Domain 
Law Update, Nevada Collective Bargaining in 2020: Lessons Learned from 
Arbitrations and What to Expect from the Latest Legislation, Mitigating 
Risk in Government Contracts, Best Practices in Electronic Communication, 
Wrongful Conviction Compensation Statute, SCOTUS Update, and Emotional 
(Non)Functioning and How it Can Impair a Practice: Mental Wellness Primer. This year, 
the planned conference agenda will provide 13 continuing legal education (CLE) credits, 
including two credits in ethics and one credit in substance abuse.

During the annual conference, the section also holds its annual meeting, where it 
elects its executive council, decides the location and dates for the conference for the 
next year, and awards the James M. Bartley Distinguished Public Lawyer Award. James 
M. Bartley was born in Illinois, and he graduated from the University of Illinois and the 
University of Illinois Law School. Following service as an officer with the armored cavalry 
in Gen. George Patton’s Third Army during World War II, he practiced in Illinois for 
several years before moving to Las Vegas in 1964. For the next 24 years, he practiced with 
the Clark County District Attorney and the Las Vegas City Attorney. He completed his 
practice serving a term as justice of the peace, with later service as a pro tem judge.

Bartley mentored numerous generations of young civil attorneys during his years 
in Las Vegas. His unvarying method was to identify the problem prior to searching for 
a solution. He stressed brevity and clarity, and did not admire the over-eloquent and 
disingenuous. For him, a good lawyer had as much common sense and foresight as legal 
knowledge and acuity. He worked from an encyclopedic knowledge of municipal law, 
which he used to mentor young public lawyers. Beneath his notably gruff exterior was 
a genuinely nice man with a rare sense of humor. He taught the importance of being 
forthright, of being held to a higher standard as a public lawyer, and of doing the work and 
getting it done right, without worrying who got the credit for it. He was a distinguished 
public lawyer, and the James M. Bartley Distinguished Public Lawyer Award given by the 
Public Lawyers Section each year honors his legacy.

The section is led by an executive council consisting of seven members. The section 
is open to all members of the State Bar of Nevada, and annual dues are $25. The section is 
always open to new members, and new ideas for section activities and events, as well as 
participation from section members in planning the annual conference. 


