
Reading about the 2007 passage of 
an important real estate law – Nevada 
Revised Statute (NRS) 107A – in an 
American Bar Association (ABA) 
magazine was a wakeup call for those 
of us who had talked for a long time 
about forming a real property section. 
At the same time, the arrival of national 
law firms in Nevada was also changing 
the practice of law. Those of us who 
used to work on the opposite sides of 
a deal now found ourselves two steps 
removed, as each worked through 
counsel in New York City, Chicago or 
Los Angeles. The State Bar of Nevada 
was also continuing to rapidly grow, 
making it harder to get to know fellow 
practitioners. In this setting, in early 
2008, a small group of real estate 
lawyers, who thought it important that 
we should have a better way to stay 
informed and get to know each other, 
formed the Real Property Section. 

The section operates primarily 
through its 15-person executive 
committee (EC), which meets monthly 
via Zoom and is open to all section 
members. While the EC manages 
legislative proposals, its budget and 
CLE events, meetings serve the higher 
purpose of keeping informed on 
current cases, events and practices. 
Initially, the section included several 
substantive committees with an EC 
member heading each committee. 
In practice we found that the EC as 
a committee of the whole functions 
better, with ad hoc committees as 
necessary to address specific areas of 
law (usually Chapter 116)!  

In the legislative area, EC 
and other section members draft 
and participate in the enactment of 
legislation, primarily in the areas of 
mortgage loans and common interest 
communities, seeking to resolve the 
ambiguities, unanswered questions and 
inconsistencies practitioners encounter 
with the NRS. The section has also 
responded to requests from legislators 
to support the enactment of uniform 
laws, such as the Uniform Commercial 
Real Estate Receivership Act (2017). 

learned. Moreover, the section serves 
as a contact point for groups seeking 
input from Nevada lawyers. This was 
illustrated in 2019, when the ABA Legal 
Opinions Committee and the Working 
Group on Legal Opinions Foundation 
reached out to bar groups across the 
country for their consideration of 
customary opinion practices. As a result, 
the section was able to join numerous 
bar groups in approving these practices.1 

But we’ve saved the best news 
for last! The section’s Real Property 
Practice Manual is nearing completion. 
The manual, in the works for about two 
years, represents the combined talents 
and efforts of more than 60 practitioners 
as editors, authors, reviewers and cite 
checkers. The list of chapters includes: 
Estates and Interests; Conveyancing; 
Common Interest Communities, 
Timeshares and Condominium Hotels; 
Regulation of Sales; Title Insurance and 
Escrow; Real Estate Finance; Landlord 
and Tenant; Zoning and Land Use; 
Debtor/Creditor Laws Affecting Real 
Property; Actions Concerning Real 
Property; and Taxes and Insurance.

Although labelled a “practice 
manual,” the manual is more, containing 
a thorough summary of Nevada law, 
common law and statutory, as well 
as practice tips. The authors, top 
practitioners in Nevada, have culled 
helpful forms from their files, covering 
customary and not-so-customary 
transactions. The finished product, in 
digital and paperback book form (likely 
two volumes and about 900 pages), 
should be available toward the end 
of this year or early next, and will be 
supplemented as circumstances warrant. 
The section believes the manual will be 
the “go to” source for Nevada real estate 
laws for years to come and hope that, 
once in circulation, practitioners will 
contribute additions and corrections to 
make the manual even better.

ENDNOTES:
1. See, 74 The Business Lawyer 801, 
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SECTION SPOTLIGHT

By working to improve our state laws 
without a policy agenda, the section 
has slowly developed a reputation for 
expertise on Nevada real estate laws.   

The highlights of section history, 
however, are not the legislative fixes and 
clean ups that most people don’t notice, 
but our CLE events. These include 
hosting two of the nation’s top law 
professors, the late, great Pat Randolph 
(founder of the DIRT listserve and 
editor of Friedman on Leases) and the 
late, great Roger Bernhardt (author of 
California Mortgages, Deeds of Trust, 
and Foreclosure Litigation), as well as 
the very much alive Mike Rubin, whose 
CLE ethics programs continue to draw 
rave reviews from attendees. The EC 
intends to continue this effort.

With the approval of the Board of 
Governors, a section may file an amicus 
brief. The section did so in the seminal 
case of SFR Investments Pool 1, LLC 
v. U.S. Bank, N.A., 130 Nev. Adv. Op. 
75 (2014), calling the court’s attention 
to the Uniform Law Commission’s 
Joint Editorial Board for Uniform 
Real Property Acts 2013 report (“The 
Six-Month ‘Limited Priority Lien’ for 
Association Fees Under the Uniform 
Common Interest Ownership Act”), cited 
by the court in its opinion. The section 
is presently in the process of filing an 
amicus brief – at the invitation of the 
Court of Appeals – to address the impact 
of a mortgage lender’s failure to comply 
with mortgage licensing laws on the 
enforceability of the lender’s mortgage. 

The most important function of 
the section, however, is the ability of 
its members to communicate with each 
other. Today, a wealth of valuable and 
practical information exists online 
and through groups such as the ABA’s 
RPTE section, the American College 
of Real Estate Lawyers, the American 
College of Mortgage Attorneys and the 
Uniform Law Commission. 

The section’s listserve 
(nvrealpropertysection@lists.nvbar.
org) allows section members of these 
groups as well as any other section 
member to share what he or she has 
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