
SPARK YOUR CREATIVITY IN CHICAGO: 
MAKE YOUR TRAVEL PLANS NOW  

BY VERNON “GENE” LEVERTY, ESQ., PRESIDENT, STATE BAR OF NEVADA
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As president, one of my goals 
is to meet with law firms, 
big or small, at their offices 
and exchange ideas about 
the future of our profession. 
These exchanges are very 
informative, emanating some 
great suggestions. These 
exchanges have resulted in 
developing new ideas, like 
creating Annual Meeting 
programs for young lawyers, 
which we have done for 
the upcoming Chicago 
convention. 

The Young Lawyers Section has 
agreed to open some of its popular 
Trial Academy sessions to all lawyers 
– especially young lawyers – who are 
attending the Annual Meeting but who 
have not enrolled in the Trial Academy. 
We are having a Welcome Reception on 
Wednesday, July 11 for everyone at the 
Annual Meeting, especially the persons 
attending the excellent Trial Academy. 

In our meetings with firms, we have 
had frank discussion regarding why 
some feel the state bar’s Annual Meeting 
is an important event. Some, however, 
disagree. 

So, why should you go to the 2018 
State Bar of Nevada Annual Meeting 
in Chicago, July 12 - 14 celebrating the 
Rule of Law? The cliché answer is that 
the convention is great for networking. 
The first thing I imagine when I hear 
the term “networking” is a setting with 
professionals wearing suits, ties, heels 
and blazers, speaking where every word 
counts and every handshake is crisp 
and firm. In my experience, the Annual 
Meeting could not be more different. 

I see it as an idea percolator, where 
members of our profession come together 
and exchange creative ideas to help our 
clients, our profession and our lives. 

The convention hopefully opens 
one’s curiosity: an essential part of 
becoming more creative. You never 
know where your creative imagination 
will find answers to your pondering 
questions, but I have often found those 
creative moments occur at our bar’s 
annual convention. By exposing yourself 
to an abundant variety of ideas, facts 
and stories, your imagination comes 
to life and shows you ways to grow 
professionally and personally. 

I am thrilled with the Chicago 
Annual Meeting’s line-up of speakers 
and topics. I believe they will spark 
attendees’ legal creativity, pride in their 
profession and, yes, even very possibly 
financial successes by giving you a place 
to become your creative self. We are 
fortunate to have outstanding speakers, 
including David Boies, who will speak 
on “Defining the Law.” He has been 
involved in various high-profile cases 



in the United States, including United 
States v. Microsoft Corp., Bush v. Gore, 
Hollingsworth v. Perry, and the defense 
of Harvey Weinstein against sexual 
abuse allegations. National speaker 
Susan Saladoff will discuss “Hot Coffee 
is Justice Served.” She spent 25 years 
practicing law in the civil justice system 
and stopped practicing law in 2009 
to make the documentary Hot Coffee, 
which was shown at the 2011 Sundance 
Film Festival. 

I have had the pleasure of hearing 
Professor Lorraine Bannai’s program 
entitled “The Role of Lawyers and 
Judges In Protecting the Rule of Law 
and Ensuring Justice” about the Japanese 
American incarceration and its relevance 
more than 75 years later. I am very 
excited she agreed to do the program at 
our convention, as I reflected in my July 
president’s message. 

Also, as I stated in my July 
President’s message, we are excited 
that Andrew Fastow, former CFO 
of Enron has agreed to speak at the 
Annual Meeting on “Rules Versus 
Principles.” Having heard his speech, 
I can assure you it is riveting and 
sends a strong message about the 
importance of principles. Interestingly, 
Fastow was defended by our other 
speaker, David Boise, and even more 
interesting, Fastow’s story has ties to 
Robert Mueller, who is investigating 
Russia’s possible involvement in 

ATTORNEY 
SPOTLIGHT:

RENE L. 
VALLADARES, 

Nevada Federal  
Public Defender

Each 
month, I call 
attention 
to the 
contributions 

made by lawyers who 
have played an important 
role in the Rule of Law. 
In February, we spotlight 
Rene Valladares, who has 
served as the Federal Public 
Defender for the District of 
Nevada since 2011. 

Valladares came to the United 
States from Nicaragua, where he 
witnessed first-hand the effects of 
living in a country where equal 
access to justice was not treated as 
a right, but was instead a privilege 
available to the wealthy and 
powerful. 

After relocating to the United 
States at the age of 16, Valladares 
developed an interest in the law and 
pursued a career in criminal defense. 
In addition to his work as Federal 
Public Defender, he also serves as 
an adjunct professor at the UNLV 
Boyd School of Law and as a part-
time instructor for UNLV’s Criminal 
Justice Program. He lectures 
nationally on criminal law and 
criminal procedure issues, and will be 
a featured speaker at the State Bar of 
Nevada’s upcoming Annual Meeting 
in Chicago. 

the 2016 election. Mueller lead the 
Enron investigation, and an attorney he 
worked with on the Enron case, Andrew 
Weissman, is also working on the current 
Russian investigation.  Weissman applied 
pressure on Fastow to become a star 
witness in the Enron case by charging 
Fastow’s wife with tax fraud.

We have another riveting speaker 
for the convention, Rene Valladares, who 
will discuss “The Rule of Law, Why 
Indigents’ Defense is Vital to Our Legal 
System.” For more on this fascinating 
speaker, see the Attorney Spotlight. 

The upcoming convention will also 
include the always-dynamic presentations 
by the justices and judges of the Nevada 
Supreme Court and the Nevada Court of 
Appeals. Professor Erwin Chemerinsky 
will also present his popular update 
regarding the U.S. Supreme Court. And 
that’s just the highlights – we have many 
more programs, including a round table 
discussion on the future of the practice of 
law, so go to the Annual Meeting website 
to be fully informed.

Make plans now to come 
to the 2018 Annual Meeting in 
Chicago! You will benefit in so 
many ways by attending. Visit 
www.nvbar.org > Continuing 
Legal Education > Annual 
Meeting for the latest 
information.
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