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My colleagues and I agree; Tom 
was an integral part of the new court 
successfully fulfilling its role in such a 
short time. Chief Judge Michael Gibbons 
notes that, “Tom was a vital member 
of the court. He brought tremendous 
knowledge and experience to us from 
his many years at the Nevada Supreme 
Court, and helped us get organized when 
we were a brand new court.” 

Judge Jerry Tao echoes this 
sentiment, stating, “As much as any 
of the judges, Tom helped build the 
court into what it is today.” As the 
Court of Appeals developed and gained 
experience in handling its caseload, we 
eventually designated Tom as the court’s 
first chief of staff, in addition to his 
duties as clerk.

While Tom excelled at his complex 
duties — arranging all aspects of oral 
arguments and court conferences, 
helping the chief judge assign cases 
to the correct decisional track, and 
managing the court’s caseload and 
staff attorneys —  he was also willing 
to see to the more mundane aspects of 
running the courts. From acting as a 
long-distance arm of the IT staff when 
necessary to moving furniture, Tom was 
always concerned with taking care of 
the details, big and small, that allowed 
the justices and judges he worked for to 
focus on deciding appeals.

Before pursuing a law degree at 
the University of Utah, Tom was a 
doctoral candidate in philosophy there. 
He’d previously received a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy and international 
business management at King’s College 
in Pennsylvania and a master’s degree 
in philosophy at the University of 
Wyoming. 

While his professional success was 
significant, those of us lucky enough to 
work with Tom know that he was even 
more successful at being a human being 
— the best part of working with Tom 
was his personality. A true sports fanatic, 
Tom’s knowledge of sports rivaled his 
knowledge of appellate procedure, and he 
rooted enthusiastically for the Yankees, 

Steelers and Golden Knights. Always 
dressed in a nice suit and perfectly 
formal in court proceedings, Tom also 
had a mischievous sense of humor and 
a laugh that invited you to share in 
his delight in finding the hilarity (or 
absurdity) of a situation. Tom also 
always knew where to get the best 
meal in town, and he loved taking 
advantage of the fine dining available 
in Las Vegas. 

Tom was born and raised in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and was 
the only child of Harold and Betty 
Ann Harris. Tom sometimes spoke 
of his idyllic childhood, in which he 
lived with his parents and one set of 
grandparents in a three-story house. 
He was a devoted son, often flying 
to Pennsylvania to help and visit his 
parents, and after his father passed 
away a few years ago, he spoke to his 
mother even more regularly. 

While still fond of Pennsylvania, 
once Tom moved to Nevada, he was 
here to stay. But he didn’t just fall in 
love with the state itself — he also met 
and made a life with native Nevadan 
Beth Mammen. Though not immune 
to the stresses that all couples face, 
Tom and Beth’s deep love and respect 
for each other was obvious to all who 
knew them. And though they were 
together for 13 years, their laughter and 
affection often led those they’d just met 
to guess that they just started dating.

Tom was only 50 years old when 
he died unexpectedly on February 21, 
2019, at his home in Las Vegas. My 
colleagues — on both courts — and 
I will be forever grateful for Tom’s 
hard work and dedication to the 
Nevada appellate courts, but most of 
all, we will forever miss his laughter 
and friendship. Because most of 
Tom’s contributions were “behind 
the scenes,” you may not have been 
aware of Tom’s immense effect on 
the Nevada judiciary. However, 
now you know that the Nevada legal 
community is better for Tom Harris 
having been a part of it.  
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Remembering Tom Harris

If, over 
the last 19 
years, your 
appeal was 
assigned to 

the Nevada Supreme Court’s settlement 
program or was decided by the Nevada 
Court of Appeals, you benefited from 
the superior skill, hard work and 
knowledge of Tom Harris. The Nevada 
legal community lost an unsung hero, 
and I and many other justices, judges 
and attorneys, lost a friend when Tom 
passed away in February. I share this 
appreciation so that Nevada lawyers 
will know the impact of Tom’s 
incredible work on thousands of 
appeals resolved in this state. 

Tom began working as a staff 
attorney at the Nevada Supreme Court 
in January 2000. He immediately 
distinguished himself as a superior 
talent and was quickly assigned to 
administer the court’s then-fairly new 
settlement program. Over the next 15 
years, Tom continually improved the 
program, streamlining the program’s 
procedures and training countless 
settlement judges. Tom crafted the 
program into one of the most successful 
of its kind, with a settlement rate 
hovering around a remarkable 50 
percent, and the vast majority of cases 
being resolved within six months of 
docketing.  

After Nevada voters approved the 
Court of Appeals in November 2014, 
one of the most important decisions 
in putting the court on a successful 
path was choosing the court’s primary 
staff member, its clerk. Then-clerk of 
the Supreme Court Tracie Lindeman, 
who had worked with Tom for many 
years and knew his abilities, appointed 
him as her chief assistant clerk for the 
Court of Appeals. My colleagues and I 
enthusiastically supported this choice, 
having had the chance to meet Tom and 
experience his intelligence, impressive 
knowledge of Nevada appellate procedure 
and bright personality. 
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