
This time last year, Nevada Lawyer ran an article on the State Bar of Nevada’s Board 
of Governors’ efforts to address the issue of reciprocity, defined as any avenue that 
allows an attorney to practice law in Nevada without taking the Nevada Bar Exam. 
On Dec. 27, 2018, the Board of Governors submitted to the Nevada Supreme Court 
for its consideration ADKT 538, which proposed to make the rules relating to Limited 
License Certifications more uniform. By the time this article is printed, the court will 
have heard argument on this ADKT.   
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In sum, the ADKT proposed to 
amend Supreme Court Rules (SCRs) 
49.1 through 49.13 and SCR 72.1 
through 72.5 regarding limited admission 
to the practice of law. The proposed 
amendment sought to standardize, 
where applicable, the requirements and 
application fees for limited admissions 
consistent with the purpose and goal of 
requiring attorneys to take the Nevada 
Bar Exam. The proposed ADKT was 
recommended to the Board of Governors 
by its Reciprocity Taskforce. This 
taskforce consists of three members 
from small firms or solo practices, 
two members from regional firms, one 

RECIPROCITY:

member from a national firm, one 
member from the public sector, the 
dean of the UNLV William S. Boyd 
School of Law and the chair of the 
Board of Bar Examiners. Six members 
of the taskforce are from Las Vegas, 
three are from Reno and one is from 
Elko. Four members are female and 
five are male.

The mission of the State Bar of 
Nevada is “To Govern the Profession, 
to Serve our Members and to Protect 
the Public Interest.” Reciprocity affects 
each part of this mission statement. 
Thus, in reviewing the Limited 
License Certifications, the taskforce 

looked at what was required from those 
taking the Nevada Bar Exam. The 
Nevada Bar Exam is the admitted gold 
standard for ensuring that minimum 
competence, skills, and knowledge 
and fitness to practice are met by those 
seeking admission in Nevada. Those 
taking the Nevada Bar Exam must 
fill out a lengthy application, submit 
fingerprints for a background check, 
pass a character and fitness review 
and pass the Multistate Professional 
Responsibility Exam within the prior 
three years with a score of 85 or better. 
Those taking the Nevada Bar Exam also 
pay a fee of $1,200.
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In the coming months, the Board 
of Governors will reach out to all the 
members of the state bar as well as the 
judiciary to get their input on whether 
some type of reciprocity should be 
granted to those who are licensed in 
another state but are not admitted 
to practice law in Nevada. The first 
step will be through a survey. Survey 
takers will be asked to indicate their 
level of support for reciprocity with 
consideration to how favorably or 
unfavorably the concept is rated given 
the different models for reciprocity 
available. Four avenues have been 
identified as a means of admission 
without taking the Nevada Bar 
Examination:  

• Transfer of bar exam scores; 
• Attorney examination; 
• Admission by motion; and 
• Limited license certifications. 

As previously noted, the latter 
avenue is currently before the Nevada 
Supreme Court for review.

Once the survey results are 
compiled, the Board of Governors will 
hold a series of town hall meetings to 

discuss the results and seek additional 
input from the members and the 
public at large. 
Opportunities to 
provide input will 
be sought from 
state and federal 
bar associations, 
state bar sections, 
all local bar 
associations, 
specialty bar 
associations, public 
as well as private 
and in-house 
practitioners, 
William S. Boyd 
School of Law 
students and 
faculty, and the 
state and federal bench. The results 
of these meetings will be reviewed by 
the Reciprocity Taskforce, and it will 
make a recommendation to the Board 
of Governors. 

The Reciprocity Taskforce and the 
Board of Governors recognizes that no 
state should abdicate its responsibility 
to insure that the attorneys admitted 

to practice in its jurisdiction meet its 
standards. What those standards are and 

how to ensure they 
are met is the ultimate 
goal of any decision 
regarding reciprocal 
admission. To ensure 
this, please look 
for the survey, take 
time to thoughtfully 
respond to it and plan 
on attending one of 
the several town hall 
meetings to engage in 
an equally thoughtful 
and frank discussion 
of the issue.  

ANN MORGAN is a 
partner with Fennemore 
Craig, where she practices 
in Reno, specializing in 
general business and business 
litigation. She is a member of the  
Board of Governors and previously 
served on the Board of Bar Examiners. 
Morgan is also a member of the 
Reciprocity Taskforce
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