
{ Test 57 }
JUDICIAL DISQUALIFICATION: FEDERAL-STATE DISTINCTIONS 
One Hour of CLE Credit

1. Both Nevada and federal courts require disqualification 
where a judge’s impartiality “might be reasonably 
questioned.”

True      False

2. In federal courts, a judge need not recuse if the judge 
genuinely thinks he or she can be fair.

True      False

3. Federal and state ground rules regarding disqualification 
are vastly different and completely irreconcilable.

True      False

4. Both state and federal judges should recuse themselves 
in cases where any attorney in the matter is a graduate of 
the same law school class as the judge.

True      False
 

5. In Nevada state courts, a judge is disqualified from 
hearing a matter if the judge has any ownership interest 
in one of the litigants involved in the case.

True      False

6. In Nevada state courts, the judge is disqualified only when 
the judge has a “substantial” economic interest in a party 
involved in the case.

True      False

7. The “duty to sit” doctrine is controlling law in  
federal court.

True      False

Please complete the following quiz by selecting the most accurate  
response/answer to the statements and questions below: 

8. The duty to sit cannot be reconciled with required 
disqualification.

True      False

9. The duty to sit doctrine or concept is aimed at preventing 
judges from using disqualification as an excuse to avoid 
participating in difficult, lengthy, unpopular or politically 
fraught cases.

True      False

10. A judge’s personal knowledge of the facts of a dispute 
make the judge particularly well-suited for presiding 
over the dispute.

True      False

11. A judge’s prior government service never requires 
disqualification in a case.

True      False

12. The federal recusal statute, 28 U.S.C. §455, never 
governs state judge disqualification.

True      False

13.  The U.S. Constitution never affects state judge 
disqualification.

True      False

14. After a judge has invested substantial time on a case, 
disqualification is never appropriate.

True      False
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