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RURAL COURT COLUMN
BY SHANE M. BELL 

MORE THAN  
JUST A COURT

All too often, judges seem to 
leave behind a legacy that only 

revolves around who they did − or did not − send to 
prison. That’s not the case in the Sixth Judicial  
District Court. 

Judge Michael R. Montero and his staff work 
tirelessly to further the lives of Humboldt County 
residents. For Judge Montero, being the only judge in a 
general jurisdiction county leads to an exciting, meaningful  
and diverse caseload. He not only handles a civil and 
criminal docket, but he also oversees various specialty 
courts, including the Humboldt County Adult Drug Court, 
Truancy Court, Juvenile Drug Court, Family Treatment 
Court, DUI Court and Mental Health Court, as well as 
the first Celebrating Families program in Nevada — an 
evidence-based program focused on families struggling 
with substance use. 

The judge’s staff members also involve themselves 
in other aspects of the community. Whether it’s coaching 
the Lowry High School volleyball team, volunteering 
at the local soup kitchen, judging the local science 
fair, reading children’s stories to youth groups at the 
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courthouse or participating on the local suicide prevention 
committee, the Sixth Judicial Court staff finds little ways to 
be involved with and contribute to their community.

The court is currently involved in an effort to turn a 
portion of the Humboldt County Juvenile Detention Center 
into an independent living center for young adults. Those 
who qualify will receive living opportunities, support and 
services to help them transition into adult living. 

The Sixth Judicial District Court also works closely 
with the Family Support Center to provide community-
based, outpatient mental health counseling, drug and 
alcohol treatment, and wellness services to members of 
the community. Judge Montero and his staff originally 
opened the non-profit Family Support Center in 2016 in 
order to address the significant need for these services in 
Winnemucca and surrounding area. The staff at the Family 
Support Center is vital in the Sixth Judicial District Court’s 
mission to help Humboldt County residents live a healthier 
and happier life.

A fun addition to the Sixth Judicial District Court is 
Gracie, an 8-year-old golden retriever. Gracie, a trained 
therapy dog, has been visiting the Humboldt County 
Courthouse during child dependency and other juvenile 
proceedings to provide families with much-needed support 
during these hearings. When court is not in session, Gracie 
also provides a warm smile to the staff during her visits.

Judge Montero and his staff want to foster community 
involvement and improvement. The Sixth Judicial District 
Court has worked hard to build a legacy of combating 
addiction, actively engaging in suicide prevention, 
encouraging healthy family environments and celebrating 
every participant in the Humboldt County Specialty 
Court Programs. The Sixth Judicial District Court takes a 
personal interest in the lives and wellbeing of everyone in 
Humboldt County.   

SHANE M. BELL is the law clerk to Judge Michael 
R. Montero. His family has made Humboldt County  
its home for six generations. Bell studied agriculture 
at the University of Wyoming and earned his J.D. 
from the University of Idaho College of Law. After 
his clerkship, he plans to practice public lands and 
water law in Nevada and Idaho.
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Winnemucca is the county seat of Humboldt County.


