
Probate & Trust Section  
Provides Guidance on Electronic Wills, Electronic  

Notarization During Pandemic

What is the Probate and Trust  
Law Section’s main purpose  
or mission?

The section’s mission statement 
is: “To further the knowledge of the 
Members of the Section in probate 
and trust law and in estate planning; 
to assist the State Bar of Nevada in 
the development of the legislative 
program of the State Bar of Nevada 
pertaining to probate and trust law; to 
assist, when called upon by the Board 
of Governors in the formulation, 
administration and implementation of 
programs, forums, and other activities 
for the education of members of the 
State Bar in probate and trust law; to 
act upon all matters germane to its 
purposes as so described or referred to 
it by the Board of Governors; and to 
make recommendations to the Board 
of Governors.”

Who are the members of the 
Probate and Trust Law Section?

Our membership generally 
consists of private practitioners 
in northern and southern Nevada, 
focusing primarily in probate and 
trust administration and litigation, 
estate planning, business planning and 
guardianship matters. 

Who holds leadership positions 
within the Probate and Trust  
Law Section?

Currently, our section leadership 
consists of Dana Dwiggins, chair; 
Julia Gold, vice chair; Robert Telles, 
secretary; F. McClure Wallace, 
treasurer; Alan Freer and Mark Knobel, 
chairs of the Legislative Committee; 
Kendal Weisenmiller, chair of the 
Publications Committee; Dara 
Goldsmith, chair of the Amicus Curiae 

Dana Dwiggins, chair of the State Bar of Nevada’s Probate & Trust Section, 
and Kendal Weisenmiller, chair of the section’s Publications Committee, 
recently took the time to answer some questions about the section.

on sales of real property, hearings 
on contested matters, transfers to the 
probate judge, scheduling orders and 
evidentiary hearings. During each of the 
section’s meetings in 2020, at least one 
of the probate judges has participated to 
maintain the flow of communication with 
the section by updating the members on 
court’s procedures.  

What topics has the section 
undertaken in 2020 to educate  
its members?

With COVID-19 and the inability 
for estate planning practitioners to 
meet with clients, electronic wills and 
electronic notarization became hot topics 
of discussion. Through the efforts of 
various section members, the section 
was able to provide guidance to its 
members of the requirements and pitfalls 
on each of the topics. As a result, several 
firms began the process of implementing 
procedures and software necessary to 
allow all estate planning documents to 
be executed and notarized electronically. 

What pro bono services do the 
members of the Probate and Trust 
Law Section provide?

Although COVID-19 has limited 
many pro bono activities in 2020, the 
section generally has annual pro bono 
will drafting events for seniors. The 
section additionally works closely 
with the Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada to solicit members of the section 
to undertake pro bono matters involving 
trust and estate or guardianship matters. 

How can you join the Probate  
and Trust Law Section?

You can join the section through the 
state bar website: https://members.nvbar.
org/.
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Committee; and Elizabeth Brickfield, 
chair of the Pro Bono Committee.

What is the most active 
committee within the Probate  
and Trust Law Section?

Our Legislative Committee is the 
most active committee in the section. 
During each session of the Nevada 
State Legislature, the section hires 
a lobbyist to represent its interests 
in Carson City. The Legislative 
Committee has consistently proposed 
legislation affecting trust and estates 
to keep Nevada as one of the leading 
jurisdictions in the nation for trust and 
estate laws, including asset protection 
laws. The Legislative Committee is 
open to any section member desiring to 
participate. Generally, the Legislative 
Committee consists of approximately 
24 members from the section. 
Following the passage of legislation, 
the section, through the chair of the 
Legislative Committee, hosts CLE to 
discuss changes to the law affecting 
trust and estate practitioners. These 
CLEs are open to all bar members.

How has the section Chairwoman, 
Dana Dwiggins, worked with 
the probate commissioner and 
probate judges to guide the 
section through practicing  
during COVID-19?

Dana Dwiggins has routinely 
coordinated with the probate judges – 
Judge Gloria Sturman and Judge Trevor 
Atkin – the probate commissioner 
and the section’s members to ensure 
compliance and understanding of 
Administrative Orders and other 
procedures as they apply to probate, 
including but not limited to submission 
of original wills and orders, hearings 
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