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HOW MY POST-LAW SCHOOL 
CLERKSHIPS SHAPED ME INTO 
THE LAWYER I AM TODAY

YOUNG LAWYERS
BY GUEST COLUMNIST HOLLY WALKER, ESQ.

The transition from graduation to the practice of 
law is an eye-opening one, but fortunately it can be 
facilitated through the development of practical skills. 
After the rigors of law school, a judicial clerkship is a 
stage of training meant to elevate your legal writing 
and analysis under the guidance of a judge or justice, 
prior to embarking on the journey of private practice. 
I was fortunate enough to earn a clerkship at all three 
levels of the state judiciary: the Eighth Judicial District 
Court, the Nevada Court of Appeals and the Nevada 
Supreme Court.

Why a Clerkship?

The benefits of a judicial clerkship are multifold. In 
particular, I had the opportunity to develop my legal writing 
and analysis skills to a profound degree and on an accelerated 
timeline. Completing a clerkship at each level of the state 
judiciary was a crucial crash course in the complexity of 
litigation. I was able to experience how a case commenced 
within the district court, progressed during trial and was 
ultimately resolved on appeal.

Most importantly, I received invaluable insight from my 
judge and justice. Not only did I have mentors who cared 
about my professional growth, but I also gained an essential 
and unique perspective from the bench, including how the 
judiciary thinks and which arguments from counsel are 
considered the most compelling.

Beyond this, a clerkship is an important stepping stone to 
a prosperous legal career. Having this work experience on my 
résumé opened doors to numerous interviews and job offers. 
Law firms often recognize the value of a clerkship, holding 
them in high esteem and offering new associates class year 
credit or a bonus for their time spent clerking.

Which Clerkship to Choose?
The answer to this question primarily depends on 

your ultimate career goals. If you’re interested in a specific 
specialty, you can tailor your clerkship search accordingly. 
For example, a few courts (i.e., family court, bankruptcy court, 
business court) focus exclusively on certain types of cases; 
this specialty will help you develop your knowledge of the 
nuances in a particular field. Personally, I wanted to see a wide 
gamut of cases, so a district court or appellate clerkship (or 
ultimately, in my case, both!) was my best bet. For instance, 
clerking at the Nevada Supreme Court opened my eyes to 
labor and employment law, an area that I became passionate 
about and in which I now practice.

Beyond the substance of the law, there is also the matter 
of procedural considerations. I was fascinated by the prospect 
of watching the intricacies of trial in action. Clerking at the 
district court provided that beneficial experience, allowing 
me to watch everything from voir dire to closing arguments. 
Furthermore, in many ways, I’ve found that an appellate 
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Attorneys who participated in Ask-A-Lawyer, 
Lawyer in the Library or other clinics:

BOLD honors multiple cases accepted and/or sessions conducted within the month.

Be sure to follow Access To Justice on Twitter at 
@NevadaATJ, in order to keep abreast of all 

upcoming pro bono opportunities and events!  
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The State Bar of Nevada Board of Governors and the Access 
to Justice Commission extend a special thanks to the following 

attorneys who generously accepted cases through the Legal  
Aid Center of Southern Nevada, Washoe Legal Services, Nevada 

Legal Services and Volunteer Attorneys for Rural Nevadans,  
and those who donated their time to work at events like  
Ask-A-Lawyer, Lawyer in the Library and Law Day.

clerkship is analogous to an additional year of law 
school, on an elevated level. I was able to explore 
theoretical principles of the law, and I carefully 
scrutinized the record from the district court, even 
if I didn’t witness the process of trial firsthand.

The type of day-to-day experience is a factor 
as well. At the district court, the pace was fairly 
intense. I prepared multiple memorandums, 
briefing each motion for the court’s morning 
calendar, on a daily basis. On top of this task, I 
also assisted my chambers during bench and jury 
trials, meaning that my schedule was constantly 
full. When I clerked at the appellate level, I 
also encountered rewarding challenges, yet in 
a different way. I was presented with a smaller 
caseload and had more time in which to examine 
and brief the issues. However, the quality of my 
analysis, along with the ultimate disposition that 
was issued, was held to a higher standard. I often 
helped with publishing opinions that established 
precedent for future courts to follow: a tremendous 
privilege and responsibility.

Final Thoughts
Although there are only a few areas that a 

clerkship generally won’t cover (i.e., the art of 
the billable hour, business development, and 
client counseling and communication), I gained 
valuable practical skills that I did not develop 
during law school. I know how to manage my 
time in a fast-paced environment while paying 
dutiful attention to the depth of my legal analysis. 
I learned from the very best while I clerked; 
meaningful conversations with my judicial mentors 
improved my critical thinking, while watching the 
top litigators in our legal community argue their 
cases in the courtroom taught me the importance 
of strategic and persuasive advocacy. Thus, the 
lessons I learned from my clerkships have, without 
a doubt, maximized my efficiency as the practicing 
attorney I am now.  

HOLLY WALKER is an associate in the Las 
Vegas office of Fisher & Phillips LLP. Her practice 
focuses on representing employers in federal 
and state courts, in all stages of litigation. Prior 
to joining the firm, Holly was the judicial law clerk 
for the Honorable Michael L. Douglas, Chief 
Justice of the Nevada Supreme Court, and for 
the Honorable Jerome T. Tao, from the Nevada 
Court of Appeals and the Eighth Judicial District 
Court. She can be reached at (702) 862-3819 or 
hwalker@fisherphillips.com. 

   




