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THE PRESIDENT

BY PAUL MATTEONI, ESQ., PRESIDENT, STATE BAR OF NEVADA

As School Starts Again, Thank an Educator
Special thanks to the many 
contributors and authors who provided 
input on this month’s content 
regarding laws related to school and 
education law. This often-overlooked 
specialization is very important to our 
youth and future generations. As this 
area of law continues to expand and 
new case law is developed, a more 
consistent and uniform application 
of the various state and federal laws 
evolves and grows. 

As it relates to this month’s articles, 
September includes the autumn equinox, 
which is the traditional transition from 
summer into fall — and the traditional 
start of the school year in many parts 
of the world. Though the majority of 
students begin school in Nevada at 
some point in August, the tradition of 
fall equals school lives on. As with the 
beginning of each new school year, hope 
springs eternal as all the students begin 
anew with a “clean slate.”  

I admit to a great affinity for those 
individuals who are committed to the daily 
growth and education of our youth. My 
wife, Jacqueline, is a long-time school 
administrator. My daughter, Kristen, is 
an attorney who works on behalf of the 
school districts. As a result, I have been 
fortunate to spend countless hours with 
teachers, counselors and administrators. 
Each one of them, without exception, 
makes reference only to their care and 
concerns for their students. It is rarely 
disputed that those who have elected 
to work in the educational field remain 
overworked and underpaid. Countless 
articles have been written exposing the 
virtues of these dedicated individuals. 

As you read the various articles in this 
month’s edition, I urge you to reflect on the 
vast array of legal issues that confront our 
educators in the modern day. A quick review 
of any treatise on the topic provides an 
extensive list of topics confronting schools 
throughout the country, including Nevada. 
These include legal matters such as student 
rights, parents’ rights, security protocols, 
discrimination, student records, HIPAA 
violations, disability accommodations, 
special education regulations, religious rights 
and many others. 

Similarly, schools and school districts 
must deal with and address issues and 
regulations related to personnel, retirement 
planning, nursing care, transportation/
busing, counseling and a variety of other 
related programs. The claims and lawsuits 
confronting our education sector are ever-
increasing. For lawyers, case law and rulings 
continue to expand, and interest in this area 
of practice is increasing. For non-lawyers 
who completed their own education with a 
goal of “educating our youth,” they often 
find themselves involved in a variety of 
legal matters — certainly not what they 
contemplated when they took a job with 
moderate pay to teach a third-grade class 
at your neighborhood elementary school. 
Without debate, the education of our youth 
has become a complex and multifaceted 
exercise for all those involved. 

The next time you find yourself in a 
discussion with a member of the educational 
community, be sure to extend a “thank you” 
for their career choice and their dedication to 
the future of our children, our community and 
our nation. They will certainly appreciate your 
recognition and support! In the meantime, 
enjoy the cooling temperatures of September 
and continue your support of our profession 
and our state bar.    

As we begin September, we all 
look forward to the cooling months of 
fall. It has certainly been a hot summer 
throughout our state! I find the origin 
of “September” quite interesting. Not 
surprisingly, the origin of the term is 
Latin and comes from the root word 
“septem,” which means seven. This 
is quite odd, since we are all aware 
that September is the ninth month of 
the modern Gregorian calendar year. 
So how did this oddity occur? As with 
many of our modern-day traditions 
and concepts, we have the Romans 
to thank. Under the original Roman 
calendar and prior calendars, there 
were only 10 months in a given year. 
The first month of the year was March 
and September was aptly designated 
as the seventh month. However, in 
approximately 45 BC, Julius Caesar 
introduced the Julian calendar (named 
after himself – of course). He added 
the months of January and February. 
As a result, September was pushed 
back two months. As an aside, he 
also was sure to rename the seventh 
and eighth months. Fittingly, he 
renamed the seventh month after 
himself – Julius (July), and the eighth 
month after his adopted son and heir – 
Augustus Caesar (August).  

As another oddity, September 
starts on the same day of the week as 
December every year, but never ends 
on the same day as any other month 
in any year. Odd indeed! September is 
also National Honey Month, National 
Mushroom Month, and National Wild 
Rice Month. Who knew?
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