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By Aaron Ford, Attorney General, State of Nevada

 

Although I have served as Nevada’s 
highest law enforcement officer for more 
than a year now, I have yet to experience 
a “typical day,” except that I pursue my 
mission of securing justice for every 
Nevadan, every day.

On my second day as Nevada’s 
Attorney General, I conducted an 
office-wide meeting and announced my 
unofficial motto: “Our Job Is Justice.” I 
explained we would focus on three Cs 
during my administration: constitutional 
and civil rights, consumer protection, and 
criminal justice and criminal reform.  

Securing justice for every 
Nevadan takes many different forms. 
During the 2019 Legislative Session, 
the state signed into law 14 bills my 
office sponsored. We successfully 
strengthened our state’s domestic 
violence laws, gave teeth to our 
stalking and money laundering laws, 
and gave law enforcement new tools 
to combat domestic terrorism and 
child sex trafficking. Additionally, we 
collaborated with our partners in passing 
Assembly Bill 236. This bill struck 
the proper balance between making 
necessary reform without crippling law 
enforcement agencies and will likely 
be remembered as one of the most 
sweeping criminal justice reform bills in 
Nevada history.

Our office sets the standard for 
criminal justice reform daily. Our 
criminal divisions have successfully 
prosecuted those who defrauded elderly 
Nevadans, public employees who stole 
public funds, and correctional employees 
who introduced drugs into the prisons 

My office and I currently face 
unique challenges caused by the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. Many Nevadans 
face significant health and financial 
struggles due to the COVID-19 crisis. 
We diligently work to keep Nevadans in 
their homes and ensure landlords comply 
with Governor Steve Sisolak’s eviction 
directive. We also alert the public to 
scams related to the pandemic and the 
resources available to Nevadans. 

Additionally, George Floyd’s tragic 
and unnecessary death at the hands of 
law enforcement officers highlighted 
racial injustice and left many Nevadans 
scared, angry and hurt. I will always 
support peaceful protests, but I was 
heartbroken that two officers were 
shot during the Las Vegas protests. 
Since then, I have hosted a series 
of bi-partisan panel discussions to 
address racial injustice and the use of 
excessive force in law enforcement. I 
recommended establishing new policies 
for hiring, training and maintaining 
standards for law enforcement officers. I 
additionally recommended creating and 
funding a center for modern policing. 
Implementing these ideas is important so 
that police can work to obtain the trust 
of people of color.

As Attorney General, I consider 
my time the state’s time, so I dedicate 
each day to making myself as widely 
available as possible to the members of 
my team and the residents of this great 
state. 

Most days begin too early and end 
too late, and no day is “typical,” but 
every day is especially meaningful.

and who abused inmates, among others. 
I am particularly proud of our office 
for the indictment of Charles Sullivan 
for the 1979 murder of Julia Howard. 
Justice means being the voice of a 
victim who was silenced for more than 
40 years. I also created a Conviction 
Integrity Unit. In collaboration with 
the Solicitor General’s Office, this unit 
reviews adverse decisions to ensure 
continued litigation is reasonable and 
ensures justice for all parties. 

Our Post-Conviction Division 
(PCD) reflects our commitment to 
criminal justice reform by litigating 
wrongful conviction cases under 
Assembly Bill 267 and creating a 
standardized process for evaluating 
wrongful conviction petitions. In 2019, 
the PCD closed more than 1,100 cases 
and earned a 92 percent success rate in 
upholding Nevada convictions in the 
U.S. District Court and Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. In our state’s appellate 
courts, the PCD’s success rate was 
approximately 98 percent.

No Two Days Are Alike for Nevada’s Top Cop

AARON D. FORD was elected as Nevada’s 34th Attorney General in 
2019. Previously, he served as the Majority Leader for the Nevada 
State Senate. He was recognized as the Best Senate Freshman by the 
Las Vegas Review-Journal, the Rookie of the Year by the Reno Gazette 
Journal, and the Senator of the Year by Help Animals Nevada and the 
Nevada Conservation League for his work during the 2013 Nevada 
legislative session. Ford earned his bachelor’s degree at Texas 
A&M University, and he earned his master’s degree from George 
Washington University. Ford also earned another master’s degree, 
his juris doctorate, and his Ph.D. from Ohio State University. Ford is 
the oldest of three sons and the first in his family to graduate from 
college. He was born and raised in Dallas.


